THE CROSS EXPERIENCE – HIS PASSION
Mark 15:1-39 
“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy

that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame.” (Heb. 12:2)
I.     THE SHAME OF THE TRIALS (vs. 1-5) – “And the chief priests accused Him of many things, but He answered nothing.” (vs. 3)
A. There were two basic charges brought against Jesus.
· A religious charge: He committed blasphemy against God and therefore deserved to die, under the condemnation of God. (Matt. 26:65-66; Mark 14:63-64)

· A civil charge: He committed treason against Caesar by claiming to be king and therefore deserved to die, under the condemnation of the Roman Empire. (Luke 23:1-2; John 19:12)
B. Jesus was acknowledged as being innocent by His accusers, but He was still condemned. 
· He was not guilty of the religious charge because the false witnesses could not agree with each other. (Matt. 26:59-60; Mark 14:55-56)
· He was not guilty of the civil charge because His judge said he could find no fault in Him.   (Matt. 27:24; Luke 23:13-15; John 18:38; 19:4)
 II.    THE SHAME OF THE EXCHANGE (vs. 6-15) – “So Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to them; and he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, to be crucified.” 
A. Pilate came up with an alternate plan to release Jesus over the objections of Jewish leaders.
· Pilate would use the annual Passover amnesty program to give the crowd the opportunity to overrule the Jewish leaders and pressure them to accept His release. (vs. 6)
· Pilate knew Jesus was very popular with the people. (Luke 19:36-38, 47-48)
· The crowd asked for Barabbas’ release due to the urging of the Jewish leaders. (vs. 11)
· The crowd chose Barabbas, a notorious criminal who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, over Jesus Christ who had never sinned. (vs. 7; Luke 23:18-19)
· Pilate still wanted to release Jesus, but the pressure on him was irresistible. (Luke 23:20-25) 
B. Barabbas, the “son of the Father” was set free because Jesus, the Son of the heavenly Father died in his place.  Barabbas is a vivid illustration of what Christ has done for us:
· Jesus died in our place. (Rom. 5:6; 8:32; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 2:20; 3:13; 1 Thes. 5:9-10)
· We have been pardoned and are no longer under condemnation. (Isa. 55:7; Rom. 8:1) 
· We have been set free. (John 8:32, 36; Rom 6:18, 22; 8:2)
III.    THE SHAME OF THE MOCKING SOLDIERS (vs. 16-20) – “They struck Him on the head … and spat on Him, and bowing the knee, they worshipped Him.  And when they had mocked Him ...”
A. This was an opportunity for the whole garrison to be entertained by mocking Christ. (vs. 16)
B. They stripped Him, they crowned Him with a crown of thorns, they struck Him on the head, they spat on Him, and then they knelt before Him pretending to worship Him. (vs. 17-19)
C. The Man who was “gentle and lowly in heart” (Matt. 11:29) was “despised and rejected by men” (Isa. 53:3). 

IV.    THE SHAME OF THE CRUCIFIXION (vs. 21-39) – “And those who passed by blasphemed Him.” 
A. Jesus was mocked at the crucifixion by four groups of people. 

· The onlookers hurled abuse and blasphemy at Him. (vs. 29; Matt. 27:39)

· The rulers insulted, taunted and sneered at Him. (vs. 31; Luke 23:35)
· The soldiers continued their mocking from earlier. (Luke 23:36)
· The criminals being crucified with Him even joined in. (vs. 32; Luke 23:39)
B. Christ was mocked in all three offices of the Messiah:
· He was mocked as a prophet – He didn’t rebuild the temple in three days. (vs. 29)
· He was mocked as a priest – He said He would save others, but He couldn’t save Himself. (vs. 30-31)

· He was mocked as a king – He couldn’t show His power by descending from the cross.  (vs. 32)
