THE PROPHET JEREMIAH
Jeremiah 1:1-10
I.     THE INTRODUCTION (1:1-3)
A. The author was Jeremiah, the son of a priest in the land of Benjamin.
B. The time period was 627-585 BC (42 years) beginning in the 13th year of King Josiah. 
· King Josiah, a good king (2 Kin. 22:1-2) reigned 31y, 641-609 BC. (2 Kin. 22:1-23:30)
· King Jehoahaz, an evil king (2 Kin. 23:31-32) reigned 3m, 609 BC. (2 Kin. 23:31-34)
· King Jehoiakim, an evil king (2 Kin. 23:36-37) reigned 11y, 609-598 BC. (2 Kin. 23:34-24:7)
· King Jehoiachin, an evil king (2 Kin. 24:8-9) reigned 3m, 598-597 BC. (2 Kin. 24:8-16)
· King Zedekiah, an evil king (2 Kin. 24:18-19) reigned 11y, 597-586 BC. (2 Kin. 24:17-25:7)
· Last of the Davidic kings, he was a vassal of King Nebuchadnezzar who rebelled.
· Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem and destroyed the city in 586 BC.

C. The purpose of his ministry was to proclaim judgment and give warnings to a backsliding nation.  “Backsliding” mentioned 13 times. (Jere. 2:19; 3:6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 22 [2 times]; 5:6; 8:5; 14:7; 31:22; 49: 4)

D. This book is very relevant to us today since we live in a backsliding nation in which much of the so called church is slipping into apostasy.

 II.    THE CALL OF A PROPHET (1:4-5)
A. Jeremiah was set apart by God when he was still in the womb.
B. Paul was also set apart from birth. (Gal. 1:15)
C. Spiritual leadership is always God-appointed, it is never self-assumed. (Acts 20:28; Num. 27:16-17; Jere. 3:15) 

D. Spiritual leadership that has not been appointed by God will lead the flock astray. (Jere. 14:14; 23:31-32; 29:31; Ezek. 13:6; 2 Tim. 4:3-4)
E. Note: This passage confirms that human life begins at conception, not at birth. 

· Before Jeremiah was fully formed in his mother’s womb, God said: “I knew you”, “I sanctified you.” and “I ordained you.”)
III.    
THE RELUCTANCE OF A PROPHET (1:6-9) 

A. Jeremiah responds to God’s call with two excuses (1:6)
· Excuse #1: “I am not a public speaker.”
· Excuse #2: “I am too young.”
B. God responds to both excuses: (1:7-8)
· Excuse #1: “Lack of oratory skills is no excuse; I am with you.”
· Excuse #2: “Youth is no excuse; you will go where I send you and speak what I command.”

C. Why is it that as soon as God calls someone into His service, that person comes up with reasons why he can’t do it, i.e., he feels he’s not qualified?  For example, let’s look at Moses:
· Excuse #1 – “Who am I?” – He had a lack of confidence. (Ex. 3:11)

·    God’s response: “I will be with you.” (Ex. 3:12)

·    God plus one equals a majority. ( Matt. 28:20; Phil. 4:13)

· Excuse #2 – “What shall I say to them?” – He had a lack of knowledge. (Ex. 3:13)

·    God’s response: “I AM has sent you”. (Ex. 3:14)

·    God will give you the words to say. (Matt. 10:18-20; John 14:26) 

· Excuse #3 – “What if they will not listen to me?” – He had a lack of faith. (Ex. 4:1)

·    God’s response: He demonstrated his power through 2 miraculous signs. (Ex. 4:2-9)
·    God gives us the power to be His witnesses. (Acts 1:8; 1 Cor. 2:3-4)

·    We are to be faithful regardless of whether or not people listen. (Ezek. 2:3-7)
· Excuse #4 – “I am slow of speech.” – He had a lack of natural ability. (Ex. 4:10)
·    God’s response: “I will help you speak and teach you what to say. (Ex. 4:11)
·    God gave him the ability to overcome his natural deficiencies. (Acts 7:22)
IV.    THE GOAL OF A PROPHET (1:10)
A. God is not in the renovation business; He tears down and starts over again. (John 3:3)
B. In ministry, you have to blast before you build.  Until you root out the self-sufficiency, the false doctrine, the traditions, the superstition, and the sinful lifestyle, you can never build a well-  grounded Christian.  
