GOD, THE SOVEREIGN POTTER
Jeremiah 18:1-12, 15-17; 19:11
0.     THE INTRODUCTION 
A. Scripture teaches that God is sovereign over individuals by using the illustration that God is a potter and people are clay pots.
· This illustration was used by Isaiah. (Isa. 29:15-16; 45:9; 64:8)

· This illustration was used by Paul. (Rom. 9:20-21) 
B. But Scripture also uses this illustration to teach that God is sovereign over the nations. (Jere. 18:1-12)
I.     
THE DEMONSTRATION (vs. 1-4)
A. Jeremiah is commanded to go down to the local pottery and watch the potter make pots.
· Very similar to how they make pots at Old Sturbridge Village.

B. Jeremiah sees the potter with a pot that is marred. 
· The potter takes the marred pot and pounds it back into a lump of clay.

· The potter uses the lump to make another pot.
II.    
THE INSTRUCTION (vs. 5-10)
A. Israel is to God as the clay is to the potter. (vs. 6)
B. God can announce at any time that a nation will be destroyed. (vs. 7)
· God will relent if that nation repents of its evil ways. (vs. 8)

· Example: Nineveh in the time of Jonah. (Jonah 3:1-10)

C. God can announce at any time that a nation will be built up and planted. (vs. 9)

· God will reconsider if that nation does evil and does not obey God’s voice. (vs. 10)
D. Principle: God is sovereign over all the nations; He is in control. (Psa. 33:10; Isa. 30:27-28; 40:15, 17; Dan. 4:35)
III.   
THE SOLUTION (vs. 11-12)

A. God’s remedy is for the people to repent of their evil ways and do good. (vs. 11)
· God is preparing a disaster for Israel and the only way it can be stopped is if the people repent from their evil ways. (Jere. 26:1-3; 35:15; 36:1-3)
B. The people’s response is that God’s remedy is hopeless. (vs. 12a)
· They will continue to walk according to their own plans. (vs. 12b)
· They will continue to obey the dictates of their own evil hearts. (vs. 12c)
IV.   
THE RAMIFICATION (vs. 15-17)

A. Because the people have forgotten God: (vs. 15a) 

· Everyone will be astonished at what happens to the land. (vs. 16)

· The people will be scattered before the enemy. (vs. 17a)

· God will show them His back, and not His face. (vs. 17b)
B. God will bring doom to all who have stiffened their necks and not heard His words. (Jere. 19:11, 15)
V.    
THE APPLICATION

A.
God is still sovereign over the nations and He still brings His judgment on those nations that do evil and do not obey His voice.

B.
The United States is such a nation today and God may be in the process of judging our nation.

C.
There are four things God’s people who are called by His name (i.e., not all the people) must be doing in order for God to hear our prayers and heal our land. (2 Chron. 7:14) 

· We must become humble – humility indicates dependence on God. (Jere. 17:5, 7) 
· We must pray. (Eph. 6:18; 1 Thes. 5:17-18; 1 Tim. 2:1-3)
· We must seek God’s face – have a desire to be in God’s presence such as in worship services at church and in quiet times at home. (1 Chron. 16:11; Matt. 6:33)
· We must turn from our wicked ways – repentance is the key. (Ezek. 18:30-32; Luke 13:3; Acts. 3:19) 

