THE PERSECUTION OF JEREMIAH
Jeremiah 20:1-13
I.     
THE INCIDENT (vs. 1-6)
A. Jeremiah was beaten and put into stocks. (vs. 1-2)
· Beating was a form of punishment used in Israel. (Deut. 25:2-3)
· Stocks were also used in Israel to correct behavior. (Prov. 7:22)

B. Jeremiah was released from the stocks the next day. 
· At that time, Jeremiah prophesized that all Judah would be given into the hand of the king of Babylon. (vs. 3-5)

· He stated that his persecutor and all his family would go into captivity in Babylon. (vs. 6a)
· He also stated that that his persecutor and all his family would die in Babylon. (vs. 6b)
II.    
THE PERSECUTION (vs. 7-8, 10)
A. Jeremiah faced ridicule. (vs. 7-8)
· Ridicule was a real legitimate type of persecution to Jeremiah.

· We often minimize its trauma when we hear of others facing physical beatings, loss of property and sometimes even death, but verbal attack can be devastating. (Psa. 64:2-6) 

· Nobody likes to be insulted, slandered, mocked or ridiculed.

·    Not Job (Job 12:3-4; 17:1-2)

·    Not David (Psa. 22:6-7; 109:1-5)

·    Not Elisha (2 Kings 2:23-24)

·    Not Jeremiah (Lam. 3:14, 61-66)

· God will bring judgment on those who ridicule His messengers. (2 Chron. 36:16; Isa. 28:22)

B. Jeremiah faced the threat of danger. (vs. 10)
· Anytime we have to look over our shoulder because we know people are watching us, pursuing us, ready to pounce on us, it can affect how we live. (Psa. 143:3-4)
· Personal danger can have a drastic effect on our peace of mind. (Psa. 55:2-5)
· Elijah faced the threat of danger from Jezebel in 1 Kings 19:1-3.

·    It caused him to no longer want to live. (1 Kings 19:4) 
·    It caused him to think that he was all alone. (1 Kings 19:10)
·    It caused him to be out of the will of God. (1 Kings 19:13)

·    The remedy was to get involved back in ministry. (1 Kings 19:15-16) 

· David faced the threat of danger from the Philistines in Psa. 56.
·    He had many enemies who were hounding him all day intending to kill him. (Psa. 56:2)
·    While they pursued him, they twisted his words because they wanted to either justify their actions or to increase the number of people who were opposed to him. (Psa. 56:5)

·    Their goal was to take his life. (Psa. 56:6)

·    The remedy was to put his trust in God. (Psa. 56:11)  

III.   
THE MOTIVATION (vs. 9)

A. Although Jeremiah is ridiculed and constantly threatened, he is unable to stop proclaiming the Word of God. (vs. 9)
B. Jeremiah’s words are not that much different than those of Paul found in 1 Cor. 9:16.
C. Paul gave three reasons why he was compelled to preach the gospel regardless of the opposition he faced.
· He had a great desire to please God. (2 Cor. 5:9)
· He had a great fear [awe] of the Lord. (2 Cor. 5:10-11a)
· He had a great love for Christ. (2 Cor. 5:14-15)
IV.   
THE PROTECTION (vs. 11-13)

A. In spite of his persecution, Jeremiah knew God would protect him. (vs. 15a) 

B. Spiritual Principle: “The man of God who is completely in the will of God is immortal until his work is done. (Psa. 3:1-3a; Psa. 23:4; Psa. 27:1-3)
C. This spiritual principle does not mean that God’s servants will be delivered from death by persecution, but it does mean that death will not come until their task is done. (2 Tim. 4:6-7)

· Satan and his minions cannot thwart the purposes of God. (Lam. 3:37)
· If God has a task for us to do, we will do it regardless of the opposition. (Rom. 8:31)
