JEREMIAH’S MESSAGE CONCERNING FALSE PROPHETS
Jeremiah 23:9-32
“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture.” (Jere. 23:1)
I.     
THEIR CHARACTERISTICS (vs. 9-11 & 13-14)
A. False prophets follow an evil course. (vs. 10d) – “Their course of life is evil.” 
· They feed off the sheep they are supposed to be shepherding. (Matt. 7:15; Acts 20:29)
· They are not serving God, but their own appetites. (Rom. 16:17-18)
B. False prophets use their influence unjustly. (vs. 10e) – “Their might is not right.”
· They speak falsely for monetary gain. (Micah 3:11)
C. False prophets are godless. (vs. 11a) – “For both prophet and priest are profane.”
· They live lives marked by ungodliness because they do not know God. (2 Pet. 2:12-14) 
D. False prophets are wicked, even in the temple. (vs. 11b)

· They steal from the people while they are in God’s house. (Matt. 21:12-13)

· They have sexual relations with those they should be shepherding. (1 Sam. 2:22-24)

· They secretly indulge their fleshly lusts and excuse their behavior by perverting the biblical concept of grace. (Jude 4)
E. False prophets lead God’s people astray. (vs. 13c) – “They caused My people … to err.”
· They lead people to follow them, rather than to follow God. (Acts 20:30)

· Those who are being led astray are being destroyed. (Isa. 9:15-16; 2 Pet. 2:1-3)
F. False prophets live a lie. (vs. 14b) – “They walk in lies.”
· They speak “great swelling words of emptiness”. (2 Pet. 2:18-19)
· They are hypocrites who have nothing to offer. (Matt. 23:27-28) 

G. False prophets strengthen the hands of evildoers. (vs. 14c)

· Anytime evil is condoned, it increases the number of people who will sin.
· Example: The legalization of abortion astronomically increased the number of abortions that were performed.

II.    
THEIR JUDGMENT (vs. 12, 15)
A. God promises that He will bring judgment against the false prophets. (Jere. 23:1-2)
B. “Woe” means that the false prophet will face ultimate spiritual judgment. (Ezek. 13:3; 34:2)
III.   
GOD’S WARNING (vs. 16-24) – “Do not listen to the words of the [false] prophets.” (vs. 16a)
A. False prophets will fill you with false hopes. (vs. 16b) – “They make you worthless.”
· False prophets are winds that lie about God. (Jere. 5:12-13)

· False prophets are wells without water that cannot satisfy. (2 Pet. 2:17) 

· False prophets are clouds without rain that cannot replenish. (Jude 12b)

· False prophets are trees without fruit that cannot feed. (Jude 12c)
B. False prophets speak visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. (vs. 16c)
· Their false visions are worthless. (Jere. 14:14)
· Their false visions are nonsense. (Ezek. 13:1-8a)
· Their false visions are useless; i.e., “untempered mortar”. (Ezek. 13:10-16; 22:28)
C. False prophets never understand or really hear God’s word. (vs. 18)

· If they did, they would cause people to hear God’s word. (vs. 22a)
· If they did, they would turn people from their evil way. (vs. 22b)
IV.   
GOD’S DECLARATIONS (vs. 25-32)
A. God is against the false prophets. (vs. 30-32; Ezek. 13:8-9)
· He is against them because they lead His people astray. (Ezek. 13:10)

· He is against them because they dishearten the righteous. (Ezek. 13:22a)

· He is against them because they encourage the wicked not to repent. (Ezek. 13:22b)

B. God desire is that the true prophet continues his ministry regardless of the false teaching that may be occurring around him. (vs. 28) – “What is the chaff to the wheat?”
· He should speak God’s word faithfully. (2 Tim. 4:2-4)

· God’s word is like a fire that burns within until it is preached. (Psa. 39:3)
