RESPONDING TO GOD’s Guidance
Jeremiah 42:1-43:7
0.
INTRODUCTION – A great benefit of being a Christian is that we can go to God for guidance.
A. We can receive guidance from God the Father. (Psa. 5:8; 25:4-5; 27:11; 32:8; Jere. 3:4)

B. We can receive guidance from God the Son. (John 10:27)

C. We can receive guidance from God the Holy Spirit.  (Psa. 143:10; John 16:13; Rom. 8:14)

I.     
THE CONDITIONS FOR GOD’S GUIDANCE – GENERAL PRINCIPLES
A. Recognition of who God is. (Psa. 23:1-3)
· Unless we know that God is our Shepherd, we will not follow Him. (John 10:2-4)

· Those who do not know God will not follow God. (Ex. 5:2) 

B. Belief that God means what He says. (Num. 23:19)
C. Obedience to God’s commands. (Deut. 4:39-40a)   

· One cannot expect to receive God’s guidance in one area, when one is already rejecting His guidance in another area. (Isa. 58:2, 9b-11a)
D. Submission to God’s will so that God gets the glory. (1 Cor. 10:31) 
· God does not always guide us in the direction we want to go. (Matt. 26:39)
II.    
THE CONDITIONS FOR GOD’S GUIDANCE ARE NOT MET IN JEREMIAH 42:1-43:7
·    They wanted God’s guidance. (42:2-3) 

·    They seemed to have the correct attitude. (42:5-6) 

A. They didn’t recognize who God is. (vs. 42:3) – “that the Lord your God”, not “our God”
B. They didn’t believe God means what He says. (vs. 43:2) – “You speak falsely; the Lord our God has not sent you to say…” 
C. They didn’t obey God’s commands. (vs. 43:4) – “all the people would not obey the voice of the Lord.”
D. They didn’t submit to God’s will. (vs. 42:20) – They had already made up their minds before they went to Jeremiah asking for guidance. 
III.   
THE MEANS OF GOD’S GUIDANCE
A. The teaching of Scripture – this is the primary means of God’s guidance.

· This means overrules any other means that may be available. (Acts 4:18-20)
· Scripture guides through direct commands. (John 14:15; 1 John 2:3)

· Scripture guides by providing examples. (John 13:15; Phil. 3:17; Jam. 5:10; 1 Pet. 2:21)

B. The responsibilities of duties.
· Fulfill our responsibilities to our families. (Deut. 6:4-9; Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4; 1 Tim. 5:8)
· Fulfill our responsibilities to our employers. (Col. 3:22-24)
· Fulfill our responsibilities to our church. (2 Tim. 4:5; Heb. 10:24-25)
C. The submission to leadership of authority figures.
· Submit to parents in the family. (Eph. 6:1; Col. 3:20)
· Submit to supervisors in the workplace. (Eph. 6:5-6)
· Submit to pastors and elders in the church. (Heb. 13:17)
· Submit to governmental authority in society. (Rom. 13:1-5; Tit. 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:13-15)
D. Our gifts and abilities.
· Our profession or trade in this world will be related to the skills God has blessed us with.

· Our function in the body of Christ will be related somehow to our spiritual gifts. (1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6; 1 Pet. 4:10-11) 
E. Our personal desires. (Psa. 37:4)
· What we like and what we don’t like are a part of our natures.  God knows our personalities. (Psa. 139:15)

· We can make some decisions based on our likes and dislikes. (1 Cor. 10:27)

F. Our circumstances. (Rom. 8:28)

· Sometimes God closes doors in our lives. (Acts 16:6-7)
· Sometimes God opens doors in our lives. (1 Cor. 16:8-9; 2 Cor. 2:12)
G. The advice of godly friends. (Prov. 12:15; 19:20)
