THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 "Rejoice in that day and leap for joy!  For indeed your reward is great in heaven." – Luke 6:22-23
"Rejoice because your names are written in heaven." – Luke 10:20b
I.
WE CAN REJOICE WHEN WE RECEIVE HOSTILITY FROM THE UNBELIEVING WORLD
A. Jesus uses several terms to describe the type of hostility the world will give. (Luke 6:22)
· The world will hate us. (John 15:18-19; 16:33)
· The world will exclude us. (John 9:22; 16:2-3)
· The world will revile us. (Matt. 10:16-18)
· The world will slander us. (Matt. 10:24-25)
B. We can rejoice when hostility comes because hostility from the world is evidence that we are blessed. (Luke 6:22a) 
· The world does not reject its own. (John 15:19)
· The world rejects those associated with the Son of Man. (Luke 6:22d)
· The hostility of the world is a mark of genuine saving faith. (Matt. 10:22; 24:13)

C. We can rejoice when hostility comes because hostility is not the constant lot of believers. (Luke 6:23a)
· The phrase “in that day” indicates that hostility from the world will happen occasionally, not all the time. (1 Pet. 1:6)

· The New Testament church did not face hostility all the time. (Acts 2:46-47; 5:12-13; 9:31)

· Scripture indicates that we can sometimes eliminate the hostility of the world by our good example. (Rom. 13:3; 1 Tim. 2:1-2; 1 Pet. 2:15) 
D. We can rejoice when hostility comes because we know that our reward is great in heaven. (Luke 6:23b)
· The hostility of the world is a momentary light affliction is that produces an eternal weight of glory. (Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17)

· The hostility of the world caused the apostles to rejoice. (Acts 5:40-41; 16:22-25; Col. 1:24)
E. We can rejoice when hostility comes because we are in the noblest of company. (1 Thes. 2:14-15; Jam. 5:10-11a)
II.     
WE CAN REJOICE BECAUSE OUR NAMES ARE RECORDED IN HEAVEN
A. We can rejoice because our names are written in the Book of Life. (Luke 10:20b)
· This means we will not be judged according to our works at the Great White Throne Judgment. (Rev. 20:12)
·    There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Rom. 8:1)

·    Everyone who believes in Christ will not be condemned. (John 3:18)

·    Everyone who hears Christ’s word and believes that God the Father has sent Him shall not come into judgment. (John 5:24)

· This means we will not be cast into the lake of fire, the second death. (Rev. 20:14-15)
·    Only those who offend and practice lawlessness will be cast into the furnace of fire. (Matt. 13:41-42)
·    Those who offend are those will do anything to lead others to stray or to stumble.

·    Those who practice lawlessness are those who sin. (1 John 3:4)
B. We can rejoice because our names have been in the Book of Life since the foundation of the world. (2 Thes. 2:13; 2 Tim. 1:9)
· God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world. (Eph. 1:4)

· Christ’s sacrifice for us was foreordained before the foundation of the world. (1 Pet. 1:18-20)
· Our inheritance in God’s kingdom was prepared for us from the foundation of the world. (Matt. 25:34)

C. We can rejoice because our names will not be blotted out of the Book of Life. (Rev. 3:5)
· We are secure because we are a gift from God the Father to God the Son, and God the Son will not reject a gift from God the Father. (John 6:37)
· We are secure because it is the will of God the Father. (John 6:40)

· We are secure because both the Father and the Son hold on to us. (John 10:27-29)

· We are secure because the Holy Spirit guarantees our security. (Eph. 1:13-14)

· We are secure because Christ always intercedes for us. (Heb. 7:25)
