THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 "Do not fear them … do not fear those who kill the body … do not fear …" – Matt. 10:26-31
0.
INTRODUCTION
A. Jesus repeatedly exhorted His disciples not to be afraid. (Matt. 14:27; 28:10; John 14:27)

B. Three times in the six verses of our text, Jesus said, “Do not fear.” (vs. 26-31)
C. These exhortations were very appropriate since Jesus had just told His disciples that He was sending them out as sheep in the midst of wolves. (vs. 16)

· He told them they would be delivered up to councils and brought before governors and kings. (vs. 17-18)

· He told them that they would be betrayed by family members and put to death. (vs. 21)
· He told them they would be hated by all and persecuted. (vs. 22-23)
D. Fear of what people may think, say or do oftentimes limits our witnessing. (Prov. 29:25a)

· Human nature wants to avoid problems and conflicts.

· We do not want to be subject to exclusion, ridicule or hardship.

E. In this passage, Jesus gave three reasons why His followers should not be afraid.
I.
DO NOT FEAR BECAUSE GOD WILL MAKE EVERYTHING RIGHT IN THE END (vs. 26-27)
A. “There is nothing covered that will not be revealed and hidden that will not be known.” (vs. 26)
· God will bring to light the things hidden in darkness. (1 Cor. 4:5a)
· Every believer will receive rewards. (1 Cor. 3:12-14)
· These rewards will be based on one thing: the motives of our hearts. (1 Cor. 4:5b)

· God will praise each one of us. (1 Cor. 4:5c; Matt. 25:23)
· We should not worry about exclusion and ridicule in this life when we know we will be fully accountable for our actions. (2 Cor. 5:9-10)
B. “Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light.” (vs. 27a) 
· The responsibility of believers is to make God’s truth known; we are not to hide it. (Luke 8:16)
· As God speaks to us through His word and through His servants, we have a responsibility to share it with others, and we cannot let the fear of criticism or persecution inhibit us. 
II.     
DO NOT FEAR BECAUSE THE WORLD CAN KILL ONLY THE BODY AND NOT THE SOUL (vs. 28)
A. “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.” (vs. 28a)
· The worst thing the world can do to us is to kill our bodies.
·    Physical death of a saint is only temporary since our bodies will be resurrected. (1 Cor. 15:53-55)
·    Physical death of a saint is actually a blessing since we will be ushered immediately into the presence of the Lord. (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:21, 23)

·    Physical death of a saint is actually precious in the sight of the Lord. (Psa. 116:15) 
· The world and/or Satan cannot touch the soul of a believer. 
B. “But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (vs. 28b)

· Jesus in doing a little play on words here.
·    When He said, “Do not fear those who kill the body”, the issue was “fright” or “terror”.
·    But when He said, “But rather fear Him”, He was referring to “awe” or “reverence”.

· Reverence of God is a powerful motivation for us to serve Him.
·    The more reverence we have for God, the less we will fear any negative consequences that the world could bring upon us for serving Him.

III.
DO NOT FEAR BECAUSE WE ARE OF GREAT VALUE TO GOD (vs. 29-31)

A. “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.” (vs. 30)
· God’s interest in us is so keen that He knows how many hairs are on our heads.
· The average head has about 140,000 hairs and for those who are balding, the number is constantly changing, yet God keeps track.
· If God takes notice of inconsequential things like that, He will always be aware of our situation and therefore we do not need to fear.

B. “You are of more value than many sparrows … not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will.” (vs. 31b, 29b)

· Nothing will ever happen to us that is outside God’s will. (1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Pet. 2:9a)
