THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 3 "Unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter … heaven. 
4 Whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven." – Matt. 18:3-4 
12 "Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." – Matt. 23:12
0.
INTRODUCTION
A.
Humility is the personal quality of being free from arrogance and pride and having an accurate estimate of one’s worth. (Rom. 3:10-12) 
B.
In Matt. 18:1-4, Jesus emphasizes the importance of humility in the believer’s life.
I. THE INITIATION OF THIS LESSON ON HUMILITY (Matt. 18:1) 

A. The disciples came to Jesus with a question: “Who then is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
B. The question resulted from an argument the disciples were having amongst themselves as to which one of them might be the greatest. (Mark 9:33-37; Luke 9:46-48; see also Luke 22:24) 
· The disciples still expected that Jesus would soon set up an earthly kingdom.
· Each of them was hoping to have the highest position in that kingdom. (Matt. 20:20-21)
· This, in spite of the fact, that Jesus was telling them about His upcoming death and resurrection. (Mark 9:31; Luke 9:44)
II. THE ILLUSTRATION OF THIS LESSON ON HUMILITY (Matt. 18:2) 

Jesus called a little child to Himself – a very young child, most likely a toddler.
· Toddlers are simple, dependent, unaffected, unpretentious and unambitious.
· Toddlers are sinful and selfish, but they are also trusting, unassuming, and make no claims for worthiness or for greatness.
· Toddlers simply submit to the care of their parents relying on them for all they need.
III. THE IMPERATIVES OF THIS LESSON ON HUMILITY (Matt. 18:3) 

A. “Unless you are converted … you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”
· Convert means to make an about face and go in the opposite direction, to turn around.
· Conversion is the other half of repentance. (Acts 3:19; 26:20)

· Repentance is being sorry for sin and turning away from it. (Ezek. 33:19)
· Conversion is turning from sin to the Lord. (Psa. 51:13; 1 Thes. 1:9)
B. “Unless you … become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”
· Conversion requires people to become like little children.
· Jesus wants His followers to have an unpretentious, humble, child-like faith.
· The gospel of Christ has no place for the elevation of self. (Matt. 16:24; Jam. 4:6)

C. The phrase “enter the kingdom of heaven” refers to personal salvation. (Matt. 7:21; 19:23-24)
· The fact that a person must enter the kingdom indicates that one is born outside of it.

· The purpose of the gospel is to show people how they may enter the kingdom, moving from the power of darkness to the kingdom of God’s Son. (Col. 1:13)
IV. THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS LESSON ON HUMILITY (Matt. 18:4) 

A. “Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
· This is not the only time that Jesus said that the humble would be exalted. (Matt. 23:11-12; Luke 14:11; 18:14)
· The same message was also proclaimed by James. (Jam. 4:10)

· The same message was also proclaimed by Peter. (1 Pet. 5:6)
B. Humility is the starting point of salvation. (Matt. 5:3)
· The more a penitent sinner sees God as He really is, glorious and holy, the more clearly he sees himself as he really is, sinful and depraved. (Isa. 6:1-5; Luke 5:8)
· We must come to the realization that we contribute nothing to our salvation. (Eph. 2:8-9)
C. Exaltation is the ending point of salvation. 

· Those who come to God in repentance and humility will be exalted by being raised up and seated together with Christ in the heavenly places. (Eph. 2:6)
· We will be blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. (Eph. 1:3)
