THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 13 "Enter by the narrow gate. 21 Not everyone … shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of My Father." – Matt. 7:13, 21

I. WIDE IS THE GATE AND BROAD IS THE WAY THAT LEADS TO DESTRUCTION (Matt. 7:13-23) 

A. There are many people who take the broad way to destruction. (vs. 13)
· The broad way is the way of the world. (vs. 13; John 17:16)
· The narrow way must be sought after and found; no one stumbles into the kingdom of God by accident. (vs. 14; Matt. 6:33a) 
B. Some of the people who take the broad way to destruction are very religious.
· They are those who are deceived by false prophets. (vs.15)
· They are those who are self-deceived; people who are deluded in thinking they are on the road to heaven when they are really on the road to hell. (vs. 21-23)

II. THE REASONS FOR SELF-DECEPTION 

A. Some professing Christians hold a false hope of assurance.
· They think that since they made a profession of faith, or they were baptized, or they joined a church, that they were saved in spite of the lack of fruit in their life. (2 Pet. 1:4-11)
B. Some professing Christians fail to examine themselves to ensure that their inner motives and desires are in tune with the will of God. (2 Cor. 13:5) 
· Professing Christians who live in a constant state of sinfulness with no thought of repentance will not inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 6:9-10; Eph. 5:5)
III. A CLOSER LOOK AT MATTHEW 7:21-23
A. The statements of the professing Christians. (vs. 21-22)
· They did not use the term “Lord” which was a title of respect. (Matt. 8:2, 5-6, 21; 9:28; 15:22) 
· Instead they used the term “Lord, Lord” which suggests something more than human respect, it implies an attitude of devotion and dedication. (vs. 21a)
· They made three references to “in Your name” indicating that these professing Christians knew who Christ was. (vs. 22)

· They also prophesied, cast out demons and did many wonders in the name of Christ. (vs. 22)
· Their words and works seemed good, but their lives did not support the claim of their lips. (Matt. 15:8)
B. The response of Jesus Christ. (vs. 23)

· Christ said that He never knew them. (vs. 23a)

· The issue is obedience to the will of God, not verbal declarations or wonders performed. (Luke 6:46)

· Obedience to the word of God is the evidence required to show that you are truly Christ’s disciple. (John 8:31)

· Christ saves those who obey Him. (Heb. 5:9)

· “Depart from Me” is the phrase Christ uses to sentence sinners to hell. (Matt. 25:41)

C. How is it that unbelievers could make such amazing claims regarding their accomplishments?

· God could have used them even if they were unbelievers.
· God put words in the mouth of the false and wicked prophet Balaam. (Num. 23:4-5, 16)
· God used the wicked high priest Caiaphas to prophesize about Christ’s death.          (John 11:49-52)

· They could have performed their wonders using the power of Satan. (Matt. 24:24)
· Their claims could have been false.
D. “Do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (vs. 21; Eph. 5:17)

· FAITH – “Without faith it is impossible to please Him.” (Heb. 11:6)
· WORSHIP  – “The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him.” (Psa. 147:11a)
· KNOW HIM – “For I desire … the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.” (Hos. 6:6)
· PRAYERFULNESS  – “The prayer of the upright is His delight.” (Prov. 15:8b)
· RIGHTEOUSNESS – “I know … that You … have pleasure in uprightness.” (1 Chron. 29:17)
· TRUTHFULNESS – “Those who deal truthfully are His delight.” (Prov. 12:22)
· SERVICE – “What does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.” (Deut. 10:12)
