THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 13 "Enter by the narrow gate. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way 
which leads to life, and there are few who find it." – Matt. 7:13-14  
I. THE CHOICE IS OURS
A. The most critical decision we will ever make in our lives is our decision about Jesus Christ.

B. Our ultimate choice determines our eternal destiny.

C. God has always allowed mankind to choose Him or not:

· He had the children of Israel choose when they were in the wilderness. (Deut. 30:19-20)

· He had them choose again in the days of Joshua. (Josh. 24:15)

· He had them choose again in the days of Elijah. (1 Kings 18:21)

· He had them choose again in the days of Jeremiah. (Jere. 21:8-9)

· Jesus called for His disciples to make a choice. (John 6:66-69)

II. THE CHOICE IS BETWEEN THE ONE AND THE MANY
A. There has always been but two systems of religion in the world.
· One is God’s system of divine accomplishment, and the other is man’s system of human achievement.
· One is the religion of God’s grace, the other the religion of man’s works. (Eph. 2:8-9)
· One is the religion of faith, the other the religion of the flesh. (Gal. 2:16)
· Man cannot come to God in any of the ways that man devises; he must come the one way that God has provided. (John 14:6)  
B. There is only one right way to God, but there are many wrong ways; there is only one true way to God, but there are many false ways. (Psa. 1:6)
III. CHOOSE THE NARROW GATE 

A. The narrow gate is Jesus Christ. (John 10:7, 9; 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5)
· When we state that Jesus is the only way, we are not being narrow-minded, bigoted, or exclusive; we are just proclaiming God’s revelation of truth.
· If someone is offended by the exclusivity of Christianity, he/she can take it up with Christ since Christ is the One who said He is the only way to the Father.
· People must enter on God’s terms through His prescribed gate. 
B. The person who enters the narrow gate must search for it. (Deut. 4:29; Jere. 29:13)
· The narrow gate is not easy to find. (Matt. 7:14c; Acts 17:27; Heb. 11:6b)
· The broad way is easy to find because everyone is going that way. (Eph. 2:2)
C. The person who enters the narrow gate must enter alone. 
· People do not enter into the kingdom in groups, but singly (like through a turnstile).
· We can bring no one else in with us; our loved ones must make their own choice.

· People who enter must separate from the world. (Jam. 4:4; 1 John 2:15)

D. The person who enters the narrow gate must enter empty-handed. 

· We can bring no baggage in with us. (Matt. 18:3)

· People who enter must leave their former life of sin behind. (Col. 3:5-10) 
· People who enter must leave their self-righteousness and self-reliance behind. 
· The narrow gate is a gate of self-denial. (Matt. 16:24; Luke 18:22)

E. The person who enters the narrow gate must enter with effort. (Acts 14:22) 

· People who enter are taking a difficult path. (Matt. 7:14a; John 16:33b)

· We must strive with conscious intense effort to enter the narrow gate. (Luke 13:24)
· People who enter into the kingdom strive for spiritual maturity, moral character, commitment and sacrifice in their lives. (2 Tim. 4:7b)
F. The person who enters the narrow gate must walk circumspectly. (Eph. 5:15)
· There is no room for any wandering. (Deut. 5:32; 28:14; Josh. 1:7; 23:6)

· If we deviate from the path, God will come after us and discipline us if necessary. (Luke 15:4; Heb. 12:5-7)
G. The person who enters the narrow gate must walk by faith and not by sight. (2 Cor. 5:7)
H. The person who enters the narrow gate will never get lost. (Isa. 35:8-9)

I. The narrow gate is the way to eternal life. (Matt. 7:14b; John 6:35; 11:25)
