THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 13 "Unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,

You will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven." – Matt. 5:20  
I. THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES
A. They were the most meticulous Jewish students of the Mosaic Law and the most rigorous enforcers of its rules; for example, they even tithed the herbs in their gardens. (Matt. 23:23a)
B. They majored on the minors of righteousness by doing things that looked righteous on the outside, but did nothing about the important things on the inside. (Matt. 23:23b-24)
C. They can be characterized by what they loved:
· They were lovers of money. (Luke 16:14)
· They were lovers of the praise of men. (Matt. 23:5-7)

D. According to Jesus, the scribes and Pharisees lacked the following:

· They lacked divine authority because they had not been appointed by God, but instead had “seated themselves” in the seat of Moses. (Matt. 23:2 – NASB)
· They lacked real integrity because they hypocritically demanded of others many things that they never did themselves. (Matt. 23:3)

· They lacked loving sympathy because they piled up heavy loads of religious rules and regulations and when people failed to keep them all, they rebuked them. (Matt. 23:4)

· They lacked true spirituality because they had no genuine desire to please God, but instead were intent on receiving praise and admiration from other men. (Matt. 23:5)
· They lacked genuine humility because they loved the places of honor and receiving respectful greetings in public. (Matt. 23:6-7)
E. Jesus condemned the scribes and Pharisees in His very last public sermon.
· They prevented people from entering the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 23:13)

· They devoured widows’ houses. (Matt. 23:14)

· They made disciples of Gentiles who were more zealous and more hypocritical than even they were. (Matt. 23:15)
· They developed double standards of oath-taking so they could justify lying with impunity. (Matt. 23:16-22)

· They magnified the insignificant and minimized the essential. (Matt. 23:23-24)

· They gave the appearance of pious devotion, but inwardly were full of the moral filth of extortion and self-indulgence. (Matt. 23:25-26)

· They spiritually contaminated everyone they touched. (Matt. 23:27-28)

· They presumed to be superior in righteousness to their forefathers who had murdered the prophets at a time when they were planning to execute the Son of God. (Matt. 23:29-33) 

F. Jesus highlighted what their problem was:
· They had evil and hard hearts. (Matt. 12:34; Mark 3:5; 10:5; Luke 16:15)
· They were children of the devil. (John 8:42-44)

II. THE MEANING OF JESUS’ COMMAND 

A. To exceed the righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees does not mean to be more meticulous than they were at obeying the Mosaic laws. (Isa. 64:6)
· The righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees was external. (Luke 11:39)

· The righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees was partial. (Matt. 23:23)

· The righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees was based on man-made traditions. (Matt. 15:1-6)
B. To exceed the righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees really means to have an inward righteousness of mind and motive, to have a righteousness of the heart, a righteousness that only comes through abiding in Christ. (John 15:5) 
C. Jesus gave six examples of righteousness that exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees:  

· From no murder to no anger. (Matt. 5:21-22)

· From no adultery to no lust. (Matt. 5:27-28) 
· From no divorce to faithfulness. (Matt. 5:31-32) 
· From not swearing falsely to simple honesty. (Matt. 5:33-37)

· From retaliation to patient self-denial. (Matt. 5:38-42)
· From loving your neighbor to loving your enemy. (Matt. 5:43-47)

