THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
"Love one another; as I have loved you." – John 13:34-35; 15:17 
0.
INTRODUCTION


A.
Two weeks ago we studied Christ’s commandment that we love our enemies.


B.
Last week we studied His commandment that we love our neighbors as we love ourselves.


C.
Today we will study His commandment that we love one another as He has loved us.

I.   THE DECLARATION OF THE NEW COMMANDMENT (John 13:34a)


“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another.”

A.
During the Upper Room Discourse, Jesus gives His disciples a new commandment.

· It was a command that was emphasized from the very beginning. (1 John 3:11)

· It was a command that eliminates the necessity of a legal system. (Rom. 13:8-10)
B.
Love for one another is not something that needs to be learned or acquired.

· We have been taught by God to love one another. (1 Thes. 4:9)

· It is natural for Christians to love other Christians. (1 John 5:1)

· Loving one another is a major component of serving the Lord. (Rom. 12:10-11)

C.
Jesus does not give us a command without giving us the power to obey it.

· The Holy Spirit was given to us so that we can pour out the love of God. (Rom. 5:5)

· The first fruit of the Spirit is love. (Gal. 5:22)

II.    THE EXTENT OF THE NEW COMMANDMENT (John 13:34b)


“As I have loved you, that you also love one another.”

A.
This commandment requires us to love one another as Christ loves us. (1 Pet. 1:22)

· We should accept one another. (Rom. 15:7; Rom. 14:1-4)

· We should admonish one another. (Rom. 15:14)

· We should greet one another. (Rom. 16:5 & 16)

· We should serve one another. (Gal. 5:13)

· We should support one another. (Gal. 6:2)

· We should bear with one another. (Eph. 4:1-2)

· We should submit to one another. (Eph. 5:21; 1 Pet. 5:5)

· We should forgive one another. (Col. 3:12-13)

· We should comfort one another. (1 Thes. 5:11)

· We should edify one another. (1 Thes. 5:11)

· We should sacrifice for one another. (1 John 3:16-17)

B.
This commandment requires us to love one another more than we love ourselves.

· Why? Because Christ loves us more than we love ourselves. (John 15:13)
· We can and we should have the mind of Christ. (John 15:15; 1 Cor. 2:16; Phil. 2:3-5)

·  This involves forsaking personal ambition. (Phil. 2:3a; Gal. 6:3)
·  This involves remaining humble, i.e., “lowliness of mind”. (Phil. 2:3b; 1 Pet. 5:5-6)
·  This involves esteeming others better than ourselves. (Phil. 2:3c)

·  This involves not focusing only on our own interests. (Phil. 2:4a; 1 Cor. 10:24)
·  This involves looking out for the interests of others. (Phil. 2:4b; Rom. 15:1-3; Gal. 6:2)
·  This involves thinking the same way Christ thinks. (Phil. 2:5)
C.
This commandment does not overrule the commandment that we should love our neighbors as ourselves. (Matt. 5:43-44; Luke 10:26-28; Rom. 13:9)

· Scripture makes it quite clear that we are to do both. (Gal. 6:10; 1 Thes. 3:12)

III.   THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THE NEW COMMANDMENT (John 13:35)


“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

A.
Obedience of this command shows we are truly Christ’s disciples. (John 13:35)

B.
Obedience of this command shows we are truly friends of Jesus Christ. (John 15:12-14; 17)

C.
Obedience of this command shows we abide in the light. (1 John 2:10)

D.
Failure to obey this command shows we are still in darkness. (1 John 2:9) 
