THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
"Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven." – Matt. 6:19-21 
I.   DO NOT LAY UP TREASURES ON EARTH. (Matt. 6:19)

A.
A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions. (Luke 12:15)
· Earthly treasures do not last. (Prov. 23:5)
· Earthly treasures become worthless to you upon death. (Psa. 49:16-17; Luke 12:16-21)
B.
Solomon concluded that the accumulation of wealth does not satisfy. (Eccl. 2:10-11)
· The more money you have, the more you want. (Eccl. 5:10a)
· The more money you have, the less you are satisfied. (Eccl. 5:10b)
· The more money you have, the more other people will seek it. (Eccl. 5:11a)
· The more money you have, the more you realize it does you no good. (Eccl. 5:11b)
· The more money you have, the more you have to worry about. (Eccl. 5:12)
· The more money you have, the more you hurt yourself by holding on to it. (Eccl. 5:13)
· The more money you have, the more you have to lose. (Eccl. 5:14)
· The more money you have, the more you leave behind. (Eccl. 5:15)
C.
Paul addressed the dangers of desiring to gain earthly wealth in 1 Tim. 6:6-8.
· Earthly wealth does not bring contentment. (1 Tim. 6:6)
· Earthly wealth does not bring eternal riches. (1 Tim. 6:7)
· Earthly wealth does not bring freedom from anxiety. (1 Tim. 6:8)
D.
Paul followed that up with a warning to those who love money in 1 Tim. 6:9-10.
· The love of money causes one to fall into temptation. (1 Tim. 6:9a)

· The love of money causes one to become entrapped. (1 Tim. 6:9b)

· The love of money causes one to succumb to foolish and harmful lusts. (1 Tim. 6:9c)

· The love of money ultimately destroys one’s spiritual life. (1 Tim. 6:9d; Jam. 5:1-5)

· The love of money leads to evil. (1 Tim. 6:10a)

· The love of money may cause one to stray from the faith. (1 Tim. 6:10b)
· The love of money brings many sorrows into one’s life. (1 Tim. 6:10c)
II.   LAY UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN. (Matt. 6:20)

A. Jesus commands us to do what is in our best interest: “Lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven.” 
· We lay up treasures in heaven when we part with treasures on earth to meet the needs of the needy. (Matt. 19:21; Mark 10:21; Luke 12:33)
· We lay up treasures in heaven when we do good deeds and we are generous and willing to share. (1 Tim. 6:17-19)  

B.
This requires that we adopt a new affirmation of reality:
· Everything we have belongs to God. (Lev. 25:23; Psa. 24:1; 50:10; Hag. 2:8) 

· Everything we have comes from God. (Deut. 8:18; 1 Tim. 6:7, 17; Jam. 1:17)
· We are simply God’s stewards to administer things on His behalf. (1 Chron. 29:14)

C.
Principles of stewardship: (Luke 16:1-3)

· The steward works for his master. (Luke 16:1a) 

· The steward is responsible to manage his master’s property. (Luke 16:1b; Gen. 39:4)

· The steward is accountable to his master. (Luke 16:2; Rom. 14:12)

· The steward works for a reward. (Luke 16:3; 2 Cor. 5:10)
· God keeps a record of all we do for Him, including our giving. (Mal. 3:16b)

· God keeps an account for us in heaven which receives credit for every earthly gift we give for His glory. (Phil. 4:17) [“fruit” is translated “profit” in NASB and “credit” in NIV]
D.
Principles for stewardship:
· We are not our own, we were bought with a price. (1 Cor. 6:20)

· Since we were bought, we should serve our Master. (1 Cor. 7:23)

· Since we are stewards, we should be faithful. (1 Cor. 4:2)
III.   WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE IS WHERE YOUR HEART IS. (Matt. 6:21)

A.
The location of our treasure indicates where our heart already is.
B.
How a person views money and possessions is a measure of the genuineness of repentance and faith; one cannot serve both God and wealth. (Matt. 6:24; Luke 16:13)
C.  Where we choose to store our treasures depends largely on where we think our home is.  Where is your home? (2 Cor. 5:20; Phil. 3:20; Heb. 11:13, 16) 
