THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
"What God has joined together, let not man separate." – Matt. 19:6
I. THE PHARISEES’ TEST QUESTION (Matt. 19:3) 

A. The Pharisees despised Jesus because He undermined their false teaching and exposed their deceitful lifestyle.

B. The Pharisees knew Jesus’ position on divorce. (Matt. 5:32)

C. The Pharisees were hoping that their test question might result in one of two possible results:
· That Jesus would be discredited in the eyes of the people because He did not agree with the writings of Moses, thus losing His popularity with the multitudes.
· That Jesus might be imprisoned or even beheaded like John the Baptist for condemning Herod Antipas’ adulterous relationship with his sister-in-law Herodias.  (Matt. 14:3-5, 10)
II.
JESUS’ RESPONSE (Matt. 19:4-6)
· Jesus responded with sarcasm asking the Pharisees if they have read the Scriptures.
· Jesus didn’t answer on His own authority but referred back to the Scriptures. (Gen. 1:27; 2:24)
A. Divorce is not lawful by virtue of creation. – “He … made [created] them male and female.”
· God created Adam and Eve … period!  There were no spares, there were no other options. 
· From the very beginning, there was one man for one woman.
· God did not make any provision for polygamy or for divorce at creation.
B. Divorce is not lawful by definition of God’s wording. – “A man … shall be joined to his wife.”
· The word “joined” (translated “cleave” in KJV) means to glue or cement together. 
C. Divorce is not lawful because the marriage union is indivisible. – “The two shall be one flesh.”
· In God’s eyes, when people marry they literally become one person; they aren’t two anymore.
· Their children are perfect symbols of their union.

D. Divorce is not lawful because marriage is a work of God. – “What God has joined together.”

· Marriage is a God-ordained institution.
· Every marriage, whether Christian or pagan, is an act of God.

· In the same way that abortion destroys a creation of God, divorce destroys an act of God.
III.
THE PHARISEES’ FOLLOW-UP QUESTION (Matt. 19:7)

A. The Pharisees then responded with, “If what you are saying is true, why did Moses command a procedure for divorce in Deut. 24:1-4?”
· Note that this passage does not command divorce, it regulates remarriage.

B. The Pharisees were not interested in God’s ideal concept of marriage; they were looking for loopholes for getting out of a marriage.
· They gave the impression they strived to keep God’s Law, but in reality, they tried in every way to avoid obeying God’s Law.
IV.
JESUS’ CLARIFICATION (Matt. 19:8-9)

A. Moses did permit divorce for adultery because of God’s grace.
· God allowed divorce because of His grace to the guilty spouse.
· Initially, the Law required adulterers to be put to death. (Lev. 20:10b)
· However, God soon allowed adulterers to continue to live by permitting divorce.
· God allowed divorce because of His grace to the innocent spouse. 
· He was not going to prohibit the innocent spouse to remarry because the life of the guilty spouse was spared.
· If the guilty spouse had been put to death, the innocent spouse would have been free to marry, so divorce allowed the innocent spouse to remarry. (Rom. 7:3; 1 Cor. 7:39)
B. The only Biblical ground for divorce is blatant, irreconcilable adultery. (Matt. 5:32; 19:9)
C. God never intended marriages to end in divorce. (Matt. 19:8b; Mal. 2:16a)
V.
THE DISCIPLES’ REACTION (Matt. 19:10)

A.
Their first response was that if one has to be stuck in a marriage for the rest of one’s life, one is better off not to ever get married.
B.
Many people think the same way today and choose not to get married because of the lifetime commitment.  [That is why so many unmarried couples just live together.]
C.
However, the Biblical perspective indicates that marriage is good. (Prov. 18:22; 19:14b; 31:10-12)
