AMAZING GRACE – The DEFINITION OF GRACE
 “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain.” – 1 Cor. 15:10
I.     
INTRODUCTION
A. The grace of God is one of the most important subjects in all of Scripture.

B. When we think of grace, we almost always think of being saved by grace. (Eph. 2:8-9)
· All believers agree we are saved by grace, but many of us live the Christian life trying to rely on our own effort.

· Many of us seem to think that our success in the Christian life is basically up to us, our commitment, our discipline and our zeal, with some help from God along the way. 

· Paul called this type of thinking foolishness. (Gal. 3:3)

C. The Bible teaches that we are not only saved by grace, but that we live by grace every day.
· We cannot live the Christian life by our own effort because grace and works are mutually exclusive. (Rom. 11:6)
· In fact, Jesus said: “Without Me, you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

D. Self-sufficiency is a great illusion and one of the greatest heresies, as it emphasizes what we do for God, rather than what God has done and is doing for us.

II.     
DEFINITIONS
A. Grace is unmerited divine assistance given man for his regeneration and sanctification.
B. Grace is the kindness shown by a superior to an inferior when there is no obligation on the part of the superior to show this kindness; God does not owe anyone anything. (Job 41:11)
C. Grace is God’s free unmerited, undeserved, and unearned favor that is fully extended to those who won’t ever be able to repay it. (Ex. 33:19)

· Grace ceases to be grace if God is compelled to bestow it in the presence of human merit.
· Grace ceases to be grace if God is compelled to withdraw it in the presence of human demerit.
D. Grace is personified by Jesus Christ. (John 1:17)

III.    
GRACE ALLOWS US TO SERVE GOD IN SPITE OF OUR UNWORTHINESS AND INADEQUACY
A. Paul was conscious of his utter unworthiness to be a servant of Christ. 
· He considered himself to be less than the least of all the saints. (Eph. 3:8)
· He considered himself to be the chief of sinners. (1 Tim. 1:15)
· He considered himself to be the least of the apostles who was not worthy to be an apostle, but by the grace of God he was one. (1 Cor. 15:9-10a)
B. Paul was conscious of his utter inadequacy to be a servant of Christ.
· He served God in weakness, in fear and much trembling. (1 Cor. 2:3)
· His speech was not with the persuasive words of human wisdom. (1 Cor. 2:4)
· But Paul knew that he could be an effective servant of Christ because of the grace of God. (1 Cor. 15:10; Phil. 2:13; 4:13)
C. God’s grace was sufficient for both Paul’s unworthiness and his inadequacy. (2 Cor. 12:9)
IV.    GRACE ALLOWS US TO SERVE GOD WITH HIS MIGHT AND HIS POWER


A. God’s work is not going to be done by human might and fleshly power. (Zech. 4:6; Heb. 13:20-21)
· Every work for God can be accomplished either your way or God’s way. (Ex. Acts 7:22-25)
· Those who operate in the flesh use human might to accomplish visible projects thereby obtaining praise for themselves rather than glory for God. (Matt. 23:5a)
B. Those who rely on the Holy Spirit desire to glorify God, not themselves. (1 Cor. 10:31)
· They choose to serve rather than control or manipulate. (1 Pet. 5:2-3)
· They choose to set an example rather than scheme. (I Tim. 4:12-13)
V.
GRACE ALLOWS US TO PERSEVERE UNTIL THE END


A.
God, who began a good work in us at salvation, will complete that work. (Phil. 1:6)
B.
God will sustain us to the end because He is able. (Jude 1:24)

C.
God will sustain us to the end because He is faithful. (1 Cor. 1:8-9; 1 Thes. 5:23-24)
