AMAZING GRACE – The NEED FOR GRACE
 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace.” – Rom. 3:23-24
I.     
MAN’S CONDITION IS DREADFUL
A. Each of us was born with a perverse inclination to go our own way. (Isa. 53:6)
B. We were all born sinners with a corrupt nature. (Psa. 51:5)
C. There is no one who is good. (Rom. 3:10-12; 23) 
D. Scripture explains the dreadful seriousness of our sin:
· God considers our sin to be rebellion against His sovereign rule. (Dan. 9:5, 9-10)
· God considers our sin confirmation that we despise Him and His word. (2 Sam. 12:9a,10a)

II.     
MAN’S SITUATION IS DESPERATE
A. We were dead in our sins. (Ezek. 18:4; Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:1-3)
B.
We were without God and without hope in this world. (Eph. 2:12)

III.    
GOD’S OFFER OF GRACE
A. The whole plan of redemption was God’s plan and was undertaken at His initiative. (Eph. 2:8) 
B. God’s grace is offered to those who have nothing to offer in return. (Isa. 55:1)
· Notice that the invitation is addressed to those who have no money, not to those who don’t have enough money.
· Grace is not a matter of God making up the difference, but of God providing all the cost of salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ.
· God’s grace does not supplement our good works; His grace overcomes our bad works.

C.
The gospel addresses our desperate situation.

· We who were dead are now alive. (Rom. 6:11; 1 Cor. 8:6)
· We who had no hope now have hope. (1 Pet. 1:21; 3:15)

IV.    
GOD’S REMEDY IS CLARIFIED BY WONDERFUL BIBLICAL “BUT” STATEMENTS
A. No deeds of the law will be justified in His sight, BUT now the righteousness of God is revealed through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. (Rom. 3:20-22)
B. Such were some of you.  BUT you were washed, BUT you were sanctified, BUT you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Cor. 6:11)

C. We were by nature children of wrath, BUT God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love has made us alive together with Christ. (Eph. 2:3-5)

D. We were alienated from God, BUT God has reconciled us through the death of Christ to present us holy, blameless and above reproach in His sight. (Col. 1:21-22)  
E. We were once foolish, disobedient and deceived, BUT when the kindness and the love of God our Savior appeared, according to His mercy He saved us. (Tit. 3:3-5)
V.     
THE EXTENT OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
A. God removes our transgressions from us as far as the east is from the west; i.e., His forgiveness is total, complete and unconditional. (Psa. 103:10, 12)
B. God puts our sins behind His back; i.e., He no longer sees our sin, instead He sees the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. (Isa. 38:17; 2 Cor. 5:21)
C. God blots out our transgressions from the record; i.e., He provides an official pardon (a legal act) and remembers our transgressions no more. (Isa. 43:25; Rom. 8:1; Heb. 10:17)

D. God hurls our sins into the depths of the sea; i.e., His forgiveness is complete and irreversible and can never be recovered and held against us. (Micah 7:19)
VI.    
GRACE TEACHES US THREE MAJOR LESSONS
A. Salvation comes through grace, not law. (Tit. 2:11)
B. Grace inspires zeal, not apathy. (Tit. 2:14)

C. Grace allows us to live in hope, not fear. (Tit. 2:13)
· The law makes no promise to sinners other than the guarantee of judgment. (Rom. 6:23)
· Grace grants forgiveness and promises eternal blessings. (1 John 3:2; Rom. 8:18, 23;         2 Cor. 4:17)
