AMAZING GRACE – OBEDIENCE, THE EVIDENCE OF GRACE
“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that …

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age.” – Tit. 2:11-12
“For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” – Phil. 2:13
0.
INTRODUCTION
A. Normally, grace signifies the merciful favor of God, freely given to believing sinners who in reality deserve nothing but wrath and righteous retribution. (Ex.: Rom. 3:23-24; Eph. 2:8)
B. But there is also a dynamic aspect of grace.

· Grace teaches us to live soberly, righteously and godly in the present age. (Tit. 2:11-12)

·    It is grace, not the law, that teaches us to be obedient. (Rom. 5:21)
·    All God’s teaching, training and discipline are administered in love. (Heb. 12:5-6)
· God actually works in us so that we desire and do for His good pleasure. (Phil. 2:13)
I.     
GRACE PROVIDES THE POWER TO OBEY - GOD IS AT WORK IN YOU (Phil. 2:13a)
A. Above all else, it is God who is at work in the lives of His children. (John 15:5)
· The Greek word for “work” is “energeo”, the root of the English word “energy”.

· God energizes His children to obey and serve Him. (2 Cor. 3:5; Eph. 3:7; Col. 1:29)
B.
God can work in us because God dwells in us.
· Jesus Christ is in believers through His Holy Spirit. (Rom. 8:9-10; Gal. 2:20; Col. 1:27)
· The Holy Spirit indwells us. (John 14:16-17; 1 Cor. 3:16; 1 Cor. 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16)
· The law commands, but gives no power; grace commands, but also gives power through the Holy Spirit who lives and works within us. (Gal. 3:13-14)
II.    
GRACE PROVIDES THE WILL TO OBEY - GOD IS AT WORK IN YOU BOTH TO WILL AND TO DO (Phil. 2:13a-b)
A. The word for “will” refers to thoughtful, purposeful choice, not to mere whim or emotional desire.
B. God uses two means to influence the wills of believers.

· Holy discontent – He instills the humble recognition that one’s life always falls short of God’s standard of holiness. (Isa. 6:1, 5; Rom. 7:24)

· Holy aspiration – He cultivates a genuine desire for righteousness, the desire to be like Christ. (Rom. 8:29; Phil. 3:12-14)

C. Holy resolve leads to holy living; a godly will produces godly work.
III.    
GRACE PROVIDES THE MOTIVE TO OBEY - GOD IS AT WORK IN YOU BOTH TO WILL AND TO DO FOR HIS GOOD PLEASURE (Phil. 2: 13)

A. Unbelievers are unable to please God.

· Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. (Rom. 8:8)

· Without faith, it is impossible to please God. (Heb. 11:6a)

B. God’s will for believers is that we think and do what pleases Him. (1 Thes. 4:1)
· The reason we obey God is because we want to please Him. (2 Cor. 5:9)
C. The proof of our love for God is our obedience to Him. (John 14:21; 1 John 5:3)

· Whatever else might be involved in loving God, obedience goes along hand-in-hand.

· The greatest commandment is to love God with all your heart, soul, and strength (Deut. 6:5), but earlier verses emphasize observing and keeping His commands. (Deut. 6: 1-3)
· God requires that we love Him and keep His commandments. (Deut. 10:12-13)

· We are to earnestly obey God’s commandments and to love the Lord. (Deut. 11:13)
· We are to carefully obey God’s commandments and to love the Lord. (Deut. 11:22)
· When we love the Lord with all our heart and soul, we will obey the Lord. (Deut. 30:6, 8)
D. The reason we love God much is that we have been forgiven much. (Luke 7:47)

E. To have been forgiven, we had to receive the grace of God. (Eph. 1:7)
F. Notice the progression: Grace > Forgiveness > Love > Desire to Please > Obedience
