AMAZING GRACE – HOLINESS, THE GIFT OF GRACE
“For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.” – Rom. 6:14
I.     
HOLINESS IS CONFORMITY TO THE MORAL CHARACTER OF GOD 
A. The objective holiness we have in Christ is a gift of God’s grace.
· The objective aspect of holiness is that we have been sanctified. (Heb. 10:10)

· This holiness we have in Christ through His sacrifice is known as positional sanctification; it is perfect and complete and it is ours the moment we trust in Christ. (1 Cor. 6:11)
·    We were guilty of breaking God’s law and we have been forgiven and declared righteous (i.e., justified). (Rom. 3:23-24; 5:1, 9)
·    We were filthy in God’s sight because of the vile polluting effect of sin and we have been cleansed from our filth. (2 Pet. 1:9; 1 John 1:7)
B. The subjective holiness produced by the Holy Spirit is also a gift of God’s grace.
· The subjective aspect of holiness is that we are being sanctified. (Heb. 10:14)

· This holiness we have as a result of the work of the Holy Spirit is known as progressive sanctification. (2 Thes. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2)
·    Progressive sanctification is a process by which we are being transformed to conform to Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 3:21; Col. 3:10)
·    “Being transformed” is passive; it is being done to us, not by us. (1 Thes. 5:23-24)
·    We are “being transformed” by the renewing of our minds. (Rom. 12:2)
·    The Spirit is continuously working in us what is pleasing to Him. (Phil. 1:6; Heb. 13:21)
C. The pursuit of holiness involves three essential elements:
· We must develop Bible-based convictions. (Rom. 12:2)

· We must commit to obeying all of God’s commandments. (Psa. 119:4)
· We must learn to make the right choices when we face temptations. (Tit. 2:11-12)

II.    
HOLINESS IS AS MUCH A GIFT OF GRACE AS JUSTIFICATION
A. Progressive sanctification begins the moment we are justified.

· God gives us a new heart and a new spirit at that moment. (Ezek. 36:26-27)
· God transforms us into a new creation; note that only God can create. (2 Cor. 5:17)
· God puts His laws into our hearts and our minds so that we desire to do God’s will; note that only God can change our hearts. (Heb. 10:16; Psa. 40:8)

B. Progressive sanctification involves our own actions, but these actions must be carried out in dependence on the Holy Spirit. (Phil. 2:12-13)
C. There are three spiritual truths that enable us to work on our holiness in concert with the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 6:6-14)
· We know that we are no longer slaves to sin. (Rom. 6:6)
· We reckon (take into account) that we are dead to sin. (Rom. 6:11)

· We present ourselves to God as instruments of righteousness. (Rom. 6:13)
D. Notice that sin will not have dominion over us because we are under grace. (Rom. 6:14)

III.    
HOLINESS SHOULD BE A HIGH PRIORITY IN OUR CHRISTIAN LIVES
A. We were chosen by God to be holy. (Eph. 1:4)
B. We were reconciled so that we can be holy in God’s sight. (Col. 1:22)
C. We were predestined to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. (Rom. 8:29)

D. We are commanded by God to be holy. (2 Cor. 7:1; 1 Pet. 1:16)

E. Christ died for us so that we might be purified and zealous for good works. (Tit. 2:14)

F. Christ’s return should motivate us to be holy. (2 Pet. 3:10-12; 1 John 3:2-3)

G. When we pursue holiness, others are attracted to Jesus Christ. (Heb. 12:14)
IV.    
HOLINESS OCCURS WHEN WE FOLLOW THE FOLLOWING BASIC PRINCIPLES
A. The only acceptable motive for holy living is the desire to please God. (Gen. 39:9)
B. The power for holy living comes from Christ. (John 15:5; Phil. 4:13; Col. 1:29)

C. The responsibility for holy living comes from us. (Phil. 3:12-14) 

D. The development of holy character involves changing sinful habits for godly habits. (Eph. 4:22-24)

E. The attainment of holy living is progressive and never finished. (Phil. 3:12)
