AMAZING GRACE – FELLOWSHIP, THE SHARING OF GRACE
 “… you are all partakers with me of grace…I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ.” – Phil. 1:7-8
I.
THE PROBLEM WITH HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS
A. None of us has ever had a relationship that has been free of disappointment.
· Why do we have to strive to live in peace and harmony with those whom we say we love?
· Why are our relationships marked with annoyance and conflict?

· Why do we experience irritation, hurt and impatience in our relationships?
B. Why? Because we all carry something into our relationships that are destructive to them: SIN.
· Sin causes us to be self-absorbed and self-focused. (2 Cor. 5:15)
· We make our relationships all about us. 

· Selfish desires cause us to have conflicts with others. (Jam. 4:1) 
· Sin dehumanizes the people in our lives – they become either vehicles (which we use) or obstacles (which we abuse) to get what we want.

· The DNA of sin is selfishness.

· It makes us more demanding than serving. (Gal. 5:13c-15)
· It makes us more accusing than forgiving. (Col. 3:12-13)
· It makes us more defensive than approachable. (Heb. 13:1-2)
· It makes us more critical than understanding and patient. (1 Thes. 5:14-15)
II.
GRACE IMPROVES OUR ABILITY TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONSHIPS
A. Grace frees us from being defensive, since God has given us a righteousness that is not our own. (Rom. 4:22-24)
· Grace allows us to be humble, open and approachable. (Jam. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5c)
· Grace gives us the courage of loving, gracious honesty. (Eph. 4:15)
B. Grace frees us from having to be in control by trying to manipulate people, since we now know that God is in control. (Rom. 8:28)
· Grace guides us to speak so that we answer each one correctly. (Col. 4:6)
C. Grace frees us the unrealistic expectations of others, since Christ has already given us all things that pertain to life and godliness. (2 Pet. 1:2-3)
· Grace teaches us to encourage one another with edifying words, giving grace to those who hear. (Eph. 4:29)
III.
“KOINONIA”, THE GREEK WORD FOR “FELLOWSHIP” SIGNIFIES A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP 
A.
True Christian fellowship includes all believers: “all” is mentioned 3 times in Acts 2:44-45.
B. True Christian fellowship promotes unity in the midst of diversity: “all who believed were together” and “had all things in common”. (Acts 2:44; 4:32)
C. True Christian fellowship meets the needs of all believers. (Acts 2:45) 
D. True Christian fellowship involves freely sharing expressions of genuine Christianity among the members of God’s family; [Gr: “koinos” means “common” or “communal”, i.e., to share].
· Love [Gr: “agape”] – seeking the highest good for the other person. (John 13:34-35; Rom. 12:10; 1 Cor. 13:4-8a; 1 John 3:16-18)
· Humility – putting others before self. (Phil. 2:3-5) 
· Restoration – lovingly guiding wanderers back into fellowship. (Gal. 6:1-2; Jam. 5:19-20)
· Forgiveness – confessing our sins openly to one another and freely forgiving each other’s short comings. (Eph. 4:31-32; Jam. 5:16)
· Encouragement – stimulating one another to love and good deeds. (Heb. 10:24-25)
· The Word of God – nourishing ourselves and one another on the Word of grace that is able to build us up. (Acts 20:32; Jam. 1:21-22, 25)
E. The ability to freely share these expressions of genuine Christianity is because of God’s grace; grace that is sufficient in spite of our weaknesses. (2 Cor. 12:9)
F. Since it requires grace to freely share these expressions of genuine Christianity, we are instructed to “grow in grace” (2 Pet. 3:18) and “be strong in grace” (2 Tim. 2:1).
· Paul accomplished what he accomplished in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God. (2 Cor. 1:12)
