AMAZING GRACE – DIFFICULTIES, THE TOOLS OF GRACE
“But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus,

after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.” (1 Pet. 5:10)
“Inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, 

you all are partakers with me of grace.” (Phil. 1:7)

0. INTRODUCTION

· That life is difficult is a self-evident and universally recognized truth. 

· Everyone in this world endures some measure of trouble because we live in a fallen and sin-cursed world. (Job 5:7; 14:1; Psa. 22:11; Eccl. 2:23; Isa. 8:22)

· God’s children are not exempt from difficulties. (John 16:33; Acts 14:22b; 2 Cor. 4:8-9)
· To claim that all one’s problems disappear when one becomes a believer is a blatant lie.            (1 Thes. 3:3) 

I.    THE REASONS WHY GOD ALLOWS TRIALS TO COME INTO OUR LIVES (1 Pet. 5:10)
A. Trials test the strength of our faith so we can take spiritual inventory. (Jam. 1:3)
· The word “testing” means to prove or disprove the genuineness or validity of our faith. 

· God is always looking to test our hearts, not for His sake, but for ours. (1 Chron. 29:17a; Psa. 7:9b; Prov. 17:3; Jere. 17:10; 1 Thes. 2:4)

· God knows that our words are superficial. (Matt. 15:8)
· Faith only gets tested through actions. (2 Cor. 5:7)

· The testing of our faith will result in us becoming spiritually mature and complete, lacking in nothing of spiritual importance and value. (Jam. 1:3-4; 1 Pet. 5:10)

B. Trials are the means by which God delivers us from our greatest, deepest and most long-term problem: sin. (Heb. 12:5-11)
C. Trials wean us from self-sufficiency or dependence on worldly things. (John 6:5-7; 15:5)
· A self-sufficient attitude is detrimental to our relationship with God. (2 Cor. 1:8-9)

· We need to recognize that everything we have comes from God. (Deut. 8:17-18a)
D. Trials humble us and keep us from exalting ourselves. (Deut. 8:2; 2 Cor. 12:7)
· Pride stands in direct opposition to grace. (Jam. 4:6)

E. Trials increase our hope in eternal glory. (Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:16-18)

F. Trials develop enduring strength for greater usefulness and enablement to better help others through their trials. (Luke 22:31-32; 2 Cor. 12:10)
II.   THE REASONS WE SHOULD COUNT IT ALL JOY WHEN WE HAVE TRIALS IN OUR LIVES (Jam. 1:2)
A. God is sovereign over the events in our life, both good and bad. (Gen. 45:5-9)

B. God causes all things to work together for good. (Gen. 50:20; Eph. 1:11)

C. God uses trials to bring spiritual growth. (Job 23:10; Rom. 5:3-4)
D. God is always with us, even through the hardest times. (Matt. 28:20; Heb. 13:5)

E. God will never allow our trials or testings to be more than we can bear. (1 Cor. 10:13)
F. God will never allow trials in the lives of His children without a purpose. (Rom. 8:28-29)

G. God sends trials that are transitory. (Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17; 1 Pet. 1:6)

H. God will reward us with praise glory and honor because we went through our trials successfully. (1 Pet. 1:7; Rom. 2:6-7, 10)
III. GOD’S GRACE IS SUFFICIENT TO ENABLE US TO FACE THE TRIALS IN OUR LIVES (2 Cor. 12:9a) 
A. God provides grace for our present difficulties during His continued work of sanctifying us through our suffering. (Phil. 1:7)
· Grace sets the Christian faith apart from all other religions, because God is gracious, benevolent and kind in contrast to other faiths where their god is indifferent or needs to be appeased. (John 1:16-17; 2 Cor. 9:8)   
B. Our worse days are never so bad that we are beyond the reach of God's grace.
· God is able to make His grace abound so that it is always sufficient. (2 Cor. 12:9a)
· We will obtain mercy and find grace in time of need if we come boldly to God in prayer. (Heb. 4:16)
