AMAZING GRACE – RESCUE, THE PURPOSE OF GRACE
“Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully,
who prophesied of the grace that would come to you. (1 Pet. 1:10)
I.     
OUR SALVATION IS GUARANTEED BY GOD (1 Pet. 1:3-5)
A. The source of our salvation is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (vs. 3a)
· God, the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is one in essence with Him, has blessed us with His grace. (2 Cor. 1:3; Eph. 1:3)
B. The motive of our salvation is God’s abundant mercy. (vs. 3b)
· God’s great mercy is behind God’s granting us eternal life. (Eph. 2:4-5; Tit. 3:5)
· Mercy is not the same attribute as grace.

·    Mercy concerns a sinner’s miserable condition and takes the sinner from misery to glory resulting in a change in condition.

·    Grace concerns a sinner’s guilt and takes the sinner from guilt to acquittal resulting in a change in position.
· Apart from even the possibility of any merit or worthiness on the sinner’s part, God grants mercy to whomever he will. (Rom. 9:15-16; 2 Tim. 1:9)
C. The appropriation of our salvation is a living hope, our spiritual rebirth due to faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (vs. 3c)
· The unbelieving world knows only dying hopes. (Job 8:13b; Eph. 2:12; 1 Thes. 4:13)
· Believers have a living hope, an eternal inheritance. (Psa. 39:7; Rom. 5:5; Heb. 6:19)
D. The nature of our salvation is an inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled and does not fade away. (vs. 4)
· Every believer receives a spiritual inheritance in heaven. (Acts 20:32; 26:18; Eph. 1:11, 18; Col. 1:12; 3:24)
· This inheritance is incorruptible. (Matt. 6:19-20)
· This inheritance is undefiled. (Rev. 21:27)
· This inheritance does not fade away. (Luke 12:33)
E. The security of our salvation is that it is reserved in heaven for us who are kept or guarded by the power of God. (vs. 5)
· God’s power continuously guards His elect.  (Psa. 37:28; Phil. 1:6; 1 Thes. 5:23-24; 2 Tim. 1:12; Jude 24)
· If God is protecting us believers, there is no one who can successfully separate us from our inheritance. (John 10:28-29; Rom. 8:31b, 35, 38-39; 2 Thes. 3:3; 2 Tim. 4:18)
II. OUR SALVATION IS THE RESULT OF GOD’S GRACE (1 Pet. 1:6-10)
A. We have a proven faith that has endured through trials and tribulations. (vs. 6-7)
· Whatever trials we face in life are momentary, light affliction compared to our eternal destiny. (Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17)

· Our trials prove our faith. (Job 23:10; Ex. 16:4; Deut. 8:2)
B. We have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ based on love and faith. (vs. 8)
· We love a Savior who is invisible to us. (1 Tim. 1:17) 

·    We have placed our faith in One we have never seen, heard or touched. (Heb. 11:1)
·    We have staked our hope in the promises of One whom we cannot experience with our physical senses. (Heb. 11:6)
· But we are not delusional or crazy; we are blessed and enlightened by grace. (John 20:29)
·    Grace rescues us from our spiritual blindness. (Ezra 9:8; Psa. 18:28; Eph. 1:18) 
·    Grace releases us from our bondage to worldly wisdom. (1 Cor. 1:20-21) 
·    Grace gives us the faith to be utterly assured of what we cannot see. (Heb. 11:3)
· God’s best gift of grace is Himself. (Gal. 2:20)

C. We have already received the salvation of our souls. (vs. 9)
· We have already received forgiveness of our sins. (Eph. 1:7)

· We have already been freed from the power of sin. (Rom. 6:14)

· We are no longer under condemnation. (Rom. 8:1)

· We are already saved from the wrath to come. (1 Thes. 1:9b-10)
D.
We have a salvation that has come by grace. (vs. 10)
· The prophets knew God was a God of grace. (Gen. 6:8; Ex. 33:17-19; Psa. 84:11; Jonah 4:2)

· The prophets searched for the salvation that would come by grace. (Matt. 11:2-3)
