AMAZING GRACE – THANKSGIVING, THE REACTION TO GRACE
“That grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.” (2 Cor. 4:15)
I.    GRACE THAT SPREADS TO MORE AND MORE PEOPLE CAUSES THANKSGIVING TO ABOUND TO THE GLORY OF GOD – 2 Cor. 4:15
A. The very first character trait that should flow out of experiencing God’s grace is gratitude.
B. Everything we are and everything we do that is of any value, we owe to the grace of God.
II.   BENEFITS OF GRACE THAT GENERATE THANKSGIVING TO GOD

A. Salvation – The Need for Grace (Rom. 3:23-24)
· If we are saved, it is not because of anything we have done, it is because of the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. (Eph. 2:8-9; Tit. 2:11) 
· We will always be grateful for what Christ has done for us. (2 Cor. 9:15; 2 Thes. 2:13)
B. Holiness – The Gift of Grace (Rom. 6:14)
· If we are more Christ-like today than we were a year ago, it is because of the work of the Holy Spirit within us. (Phil. 2:12-13) 
· We will be grateful for the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. (Rom. 6:17-18)
C. Liberty – The Call of Grace (Gal. 5:13a)
· If we are not under the heavy yoke of trying to earn favor with God by human achievement, it is because we have come to Christ whose yoke is easy. (Matt. 11:28-30) 
· We will be grateful that we don’t have to conform to how other people think we should live.   (1 Tim. 4:1-3)
D.
Wisdom – The Benefit of Grace (1 Cor. 2:16b)
· If we can understand the Word of God, it is because the Holy Spirit has enlightened us. (Psa. 119:18; John 14:26; 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:9-10) 
· We will be grateful that we have been enlightened so that can comprehend the Word of God.  (1 Thes. 2:13)
E. Fellowship – The Sharing of Grace (Phil. 1:7-8)
· If we can share expressions of genuine Christianity that promote unity in the midst of diversity, it is because God’s grace is sufficient in spite of our weaknesses. (2 Cor. 12:9)
· We will be grateful for the fellow believers that God has brought into our lives. (Phil. 1:3; Col. 1:3; 1 Thes. 1:2; 3:9; 2 Thes. 1:3; 2 Tim. 1:3; Phile. 1:4) 
F. Ministry – The Blessing of Grace (Rom. 12:6a; Eph. 3:7)
· If we have accomplished some specific work for God, it is the result of God’s Spirit working in us and through us. (Isa. 26:12; John 15:5)
· We will be grateful for the ministries that God has given to us. (2 Cor. 2:14-16; 9:10-13; 1 Tim. 1:12)
G.
Reconciliation – The Object of Grace (Eph. 2:4-5)
· If we have been reconciled to God, it is because God reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. 5:18a)
· We will be grateful that we have a personal relationship with the living God. (Psa. 75:1)
III.  THE EXHORTATION FOR CONSTANT THANKSGIVING TO GOD (1 Thes. 5:18)

A. We are to give thanks in everything. (1 Thes. 5:18a)
· Notice that Paul does not say, “Give thanks for everything.”

· Paul identifies unbelievers as ungrateful. (Rom. 1:21)
· It is spiritually abnormal for believers to be unthankful, since thankfulness should flow from the regenerate life. (Psa. 136:1-3; Dan. 6:10; Eph. 5:3-4, 20; Heb. 13:15)
B. It is the will of God for us to give thanks in everything. (1 Thes. 5:18b)

· Even in times of great anxiety, fear, worry, and stress, an attitude of thanksgiving should characterize believers. (Phil. 4:6-7) 

· In his Epistle to the Colossians, Paul gives five reasons why we are to be thankful:
1. We should be grateful for salvation. (Col. 1:12)

2. We should be grateful for spiritual growth. (Col. 2:6-7)

3. We should be grateful for fellowship with other believers. (Col. 3:15)
4. We should be grateful for the opportunity to serve. (Col. 3:17)

5. We should be grateful that God answers prayer. (Col. 4:2)
