KNOWING JESUS CHRIST – WHAT’S INVOLVED IN KNOWING HIM?
“Till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” – Eph. 4:13
I.     
KNOWING CHRIST INVOLVES LISTENING TO HIS VOICE

“The sheep follow him, for they know his voice …  I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own …  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” (John 10:4, 14, 27)

A. Christ speaks through His Word.  Are you listening to Him?
· The regular input of God’s word helps sustain a healthy spiritual life. (1 Pet. 2:2)

· The storing up of God’s word in our hearts keeps us from sin. (Psa. 119:11)

· The comfort of God’s word gives us hope. (Rom. 15:4)
B. Christ speaks through your conscience.  Are you listening to Him?
· God has given everyone a conscience, a built-in sense of right and wrong, that activates guilt. (Rom. 2:15)

·    Consciences vary in sensitivity depending on one’s knowledge of Scripture.

·    Consciences vary in sensitivity depending on whether they are obeyed or resisted.  

· Paul was always checking his conscience because he knew that was one of the ways Christ spoke to him. (Acts 23:1; 24:16; Rom. 9:1; 13:5; 2 Cor. 1:12; 2 Tim. 1:3) 
C. Christ speaks through the counsel of other believers.  Are you listening to Him?
· God gives us spiritual leaders who equip us and edify us. (Eph. 4:11-12)
· God gives us brothers in the Lord who are able to admonish us. (Rom. 15:14)
·    Admonishment must be done with deep concern and love. (Acts 20:31)

·    Admonishment must be persistent to be effective. (Acts 20:31)

·    Admonishment must be personal and private. (1 Thes. 2:11)

·    Admonishment must be done with pure motives. (1 Cor. 4:14)
·    Admonishment must be done with a proper goal. (Col. 1:28)
·    Admonishment must be an outgrowth of spiritual maturity. (Col. 3:16; Gal. 6:1) 
II.     
KNOWING CHRIST INVOLVES UNDERSTANDING HIS NATURE AND HIS CHARACTER

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matt. 11:28-29)

A.
We are encouraged to come to Christ.  Do you respond to His invitations?

· Do you come to Him when you are spiritually starving? (John 6:35)

· Do you come to Him in your time of need? (Heb. 4:16)
· Do you come to Him when you have heavy burdens? (Matt. 11:28)
B.
We are encouraged to learn from Christ.  Do you learn from the example He has set?
· Christ said that He was our example. (John 13:14-15)
· John wrote that Christ was our example. (1 John 2:6)
· Paul wrote that Christ was our example. (Phil. 2:5; 1 Thes. 1:6)

· Our goal in this life is to become conformed to the image of Christ through the process of progressive sanctification. (Rom. 8:29a; 2 Cor. 3:18; Gal. 4:19)
III.     KNOWING CHRIST INVOLVES OBEYING HIS COMMANDMENTS

He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. (1 John 2:4)
A. We show that we love Jesus when we keep His commandments. (John 14:15, 21)
B. We show that we abide in Christ when we keep His commandments. (John 15:10)

C. We show that we are fulfilling the Great Commission when we teach others to observe His commandments. (Matt. 28:20a)  
DO YOU KNOW CHRIST?  

DO YOU LISTEN TO HIS VOICE?  DO YOU FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE?  DO YOU OBEY HIS COMMANDS?
