TEST #2 – Our RESPONSE TO TEMPTATION
James 1:13-18
I.     
TEMPTATION IS INEVITABLE (vs. 13a) – “Let no one say when he is tempted …”
A. Notice, vs. 13 reads “when he is tempted”, not “if he is tempted”.
B. Temptation is common to man. (1 Cor. 10:13a)

C. Temptation is not a sin (Jesus was tempted – Matt. 4:1-10); it is yielding to the temptation that is sin. (vs. 15)
D. The Greek word for “trial” or “test” and the Greek word for “temptation” are identical.  The only way we know which meaning is intended is based on the context of the passage.
· Trials are tests of our faith. (vs. 3)
· Temptations are acts of enticement to do wrong by promise of pleasure or gain.(vs. 14-15)
II.     
TEMPTATION IS NEVER INSTIGATED OR DIRECTED BY GOD (vs. 13b) – “… for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.”
A. The nature of evil makes temptation inherently foreign to God. (vs. 21)
· God is holy; He does not tolerate sin. (Lev. 19:2; Isa. 6:3; 1 Pet. 1:16) 
· God is pure; He will not be engaged in bringing us into sin, even indirectly. (Hab. 1:13a)
· God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5)

· Satan tempts us to bring out the worst in us, while God tests us to bring out the best.

B. There are three sources of temptation in our lives with three different methods of resisting:
· The world (Eph. 4:17-19; Jam. 4:4; 1 John 2:15)
·   We resist the world by not conforming to it. (Rom. 12:2)
· The flesh (Rom. 7:18-19; Gal. 5:17)
·   We resist the flesh by fleeing from it. (1 Cor. 6:18; 10:14; 1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22)
· The devil (Matt. 4:1; Eph. 2:2-3)
·   We resist the devil by standing firm. (Eph. 6:10-16; Jam. 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:8-9) 
III.    
TEMPTATION IS AN INDIVIDUAL MATTER (vs. 14) – “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.”
A. When we yield to temptation, it is because we choose to.
· We can’t help being tempted, but we do not have to yield.
· “We can’t keep birds from flying over our heads, but we can keep them from nesting in our hair.”
B. When we yield to temptation, we cannot blame anyone else.
· We cannot blame the devil; he doesn’t make you succumb to temptation.

· We cannot blame the world; our culture, our upbringing, and/or our environment do not make us succumb to temptation.
· When we blame others for our sin, we are actually blaming God. (Gen. 3:11-13)  
IV.    
TEMPTATION IS A FOUR STEP PROCESS (vs. 14-16) – “… when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin.”
A. The first step is desire – an emotional longing to acquire, achieve, or possess something we do not have. (Eph. 2:3; 1 Thes. 4:3-5) 
B. The second step is deception – our mind begins to rationalize pursuing the desire.
C. The third step is design – a conscious decision to pursue the desire until it is satisfied.
D. The fourth step is disobedience – the point at which the sin is committed. 

V.     
TEMPTATION CAN BE OVERCOME (vs. 17-18) – “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above … Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth.”
A. Dwell on the good. (Phil. 4:8)
· We should be so engaged in good things that there is no time left for wrong desires.
· It is idle hands for which Satan finds mischief to do.
B. Live by the word of truth.
· “Walk and please God.” (1 Thes. 4:1-8)

· “Watch and pray.” (Matt. 26:41)

· “Confess our sins.” (1 John 1:9)
