TEST #3 – Our RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
James 1:18-27
I.     
WHY WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE WORD OF GOD (vs. 18, 21c)
A. It gives us spiritual life. – “He brought us forth by the word of truth.” (vs. 18a; 2 Pet. 1:4)

· “Brought … forth” is the same verb rendered “gives birth” in vs. 15.

· James is talking about the new birth, being born again. (1 Pet. 1:23)
B. It causes us to become the “first fruits of His creatures.” (vs. 18b; Rev. 14:4)
C. It “is able to save your souls.” (vs. 21c) 

II.
HOW WE ARE TO RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD (vs. 19-21)
A. We are to receive the Word of God with submission. (vs. 19-20) – Remember the context (“the word of truth” in vs. 18 and “the implanted word” in vs. 21c; “So then …” in vs. 19a)
· We are to continually submit to the Word allowing it to do its divine work in and through our lives. (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
· We must be “quick to hear” (vs. 19a).

·    We are to be careful listeners, so we receive the correct message. (Acts 17:11)
·    We are to take every opportunity to hear the Word faithfully preached or taught.

· We must be “slow to speak” (vs. 19b).

·    When we speak, everything we say should be carefully thought out: it should be true, it should edify the hearers, and it should honor the Lord. (2 Tim. 2:15)

·    When we speak, we must be careful we are not just sharing our thoughts. (Isa. 55:8)
· We must be “slow to wrath” (vs. 19c).

·    “Wrath” does not refer to an explosive outburst of temper but to an inner deep resentment resulting from disagreement with the Word of God. (Gal. 4:16)
·    “Wrath” can also arise when one disagrees with church leadership or other believers on Biblical doctrine or Christian lifestyle. (2 Tim. 2:14, 23-26)  
B. We are to receive the Word of God with purity. (vs. 21a) – “lay aside all filthiness” (moral defilement) and overflow of wickedness” (deliberate, intentional malice and evil).

· God’s Word is not going to work in our lives (1 Thes. 2:13) if we have not renounced and put away a sinful lifestyle. (Rom. 13:12-14; Eph. 4:22-24, 31; Col. 3:8-10; 1 Pet. 2:1-2) 

C. We are to receive the Word of God with humility. (vs. 21b) – “receive with meekness”.
· “Humility” is a better translation than “meekness” because it carries the idea of putting self, as well as sins, aside.

· Humility includes the quality of being teachable, which is of utmost importance in regard to hearing and understanding the Word of God. (Prov. 12:1) 
III.    
HOW WE ARE TO REACT TO THE WORD OF GOD (vs. 22-27)
A. We are to apply the Word without self-deception. (vs. 22-25) – “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
· Any response to the Word other than faithful, unqualified obedience is self-deceptive.
· A profession of faith that does not result in a changed life is only a mere profession. (Rom. 1:21-22).
· People who merely hear the Word, but have no desire to obey it, may think they belong to God, but they do not. (Matt. 7:21-22; 1 John 2:3-4; 3:10)
· True believers will study and apply God’s Word in their lives. (Josh. 1:8)
B. We are to apply the Word without selfishness. (vs. 27a) – “Visit orphans and widows in their trouble.”
· “Visit” [episkeptomai] means much more than a social visit; it means to help, strengthen and encourage those who are in great need. (Luke 1:68, 78; 7:16; Acts 15:14)   
· True believers will have compassion and love for those in need. (Matt. 25:35-36)
C. We are to apply the Word without self-compromise. (vs. 27b) – “Keep oneself unspotted from the world.”
· “World” [kosmos] refers to fallen mankind in general and its ungodly spiritual systems of philosophy, morals and values. (John 7:7; 8:23; 14:30; Rom. 12:2; Col. 2:8; 1 John 2:15-16)  
· True believers will take an uncompromising moral and spiritual stand in regard to the world. (1 Pet. 1:17b-19)
