TEST #4 – Our RESPONSE TO IMPARTIALITY
James 2:1-13
I.     
THE EXHORTATION (vs. 1) – Do not hold your faith in Jesus with an attitude of favoritism.
A. Human beings, even Christians (“My brethren”), are not naturally inclined to be impartial.
· We tend to rank people by their looks, their clothes, their race, their social status, their wealth, their intelligence, and their occupation. (Prov. 14:20)
· We tend to judge people purely on a superficial level based on appearance, without consideration of a person’s true merits or character. (1 Sam. 16:7)  

B. Note that we should still show special respect and honor to the elderly. (Lev. 19:32)
C. Note that we should still show special respect and honor to those in authority in both the church and in the public arena. (1 Thes. 5:12-13; 1 Tim. 5:17; Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pet. 2:17)

II.
THE ILLUSTRATION (vs. 2-4) – How do you treat those who come in to your assembly?
A. How do you treat the rich man with numerous gold rings who is dressed in fine apparel? 
· There were not many seats in the assembly and some were better than others. (Matt. 23:6)
· However, some people had both seats and footstools. (vs. 3)

B. How do you treat the poor man dressed in filthy clothes?
· Many people had to stand or sit cross-legged on the floor. (vs. 3)
III.    
THE EXPLANATION (vs. 5-11) – Reasons why prejudice and superficial favoritism are wrong:

(Notice that James writes “Listen, my beloved brethren.” – He wants us to think this through.)
A. The Theological Reason – It is inconsistent with God’s character. (vs. 5) – “God has chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom.” (1 Cor. 1:26-29)    
· God is not partial. (Deut. 10:17; Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9)
· Jesus Christ is not partial:
·    He was born in a stable, not in a palace. (Luke 2:7)
·    He grew up in Nazareth of Galilee, a place of poor reputation among most Jews. (John 1:45-46; 7:41; 7:52; Acts 2:7)

·    He ministered to all with no partiality. (Mark 2:15; Luke 7:34; 15:1)
·    He preached impartiality. (John 7:24)
·    Even His enemies admitted that He was impartial. (Matt. 22:16; Mark 12:14)
·    He died for us showing no partiality. (Rom. 5:6-8) 
· God looks at the heart, not on the outward appearance. (1 Sam. 16:7)
· God calls all people to Himself without partiality. (Matt. 22:9-10; Luke 14:21-23; Gal. 3:28)

B. The Logical Reason – It ignores the universality of sin. (vs. 6-7) – “Do not the rich oppress you?  Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called?” (Rom. 3:23)
· A person’s appearance does not reflect his goodness.   
· A person’s success does not reflect his righteousness. (Psa. 73:3; Jere. 12:1)
C. The Biblical Reason – It is incompatible with Scripture. (vs. 8-9) – “If you show partiality, you commit sin.”

· The showing of partiality is not good. (Prov. 24:23; 28:21)

· We are to have the same care for one another. (1 Cor. 12:25) 
· We are to have the same mind for one another. (Rom. 12:16; 15:5-7; 1 Cor. 1:10)
· We are to have the same love for one another. (Phil. 2:2)

IV.    
THE APPLICATION (vs. 12-13) – How to change attitudes instilled in us since our birth:
A. Let Scripture (not heritage) be our standard. (vs. 12a) 
· The example of Peter and Cornelius. (Acts 10:28, 34-35)
B. Let love be our law. (vs. 12b)
· The example of the Good Samaritan. (Luke 10:30-37)
C. Let mercy be our attitude. (vs. 13)
· Our conduct should be worthy of the gospel. (Phil. 1:27)
· Our conduct should be worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him. (Col. 1:10-11)

· We should put on tender mercies, bearing with one another and forgiving one another. (Col. 3:12-14)
