TEST #5 – Our DOING RIGHTEOUS WORKS
James 2:14-26
0.     
INTRODUCTION – Faith is a key doctrine in the Christian life.
A. The sinner is saved by faith. (Eph. 2:8-9)
B. The believer must walk by faith. (2 Cor. 5:7)
C. Without faith, it is impossible to please God. (Heb. 11:6)
D. Whatever we do apart from faith is sin. (Rom. 14:23)

E. In this passage, James refers to three kinds of faith, but only one is true saving faith. 

I.
FIRST, THERE IS DEAD FAITH (vs. 14-18)
A. Dead faith is characterized by empty confession. (vs. 14)
· People with dead faith believe the basic truths of the gospel: the existence of God, the Scriptures as the Word of God, and the atoning death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
· Their theology may be orthodox, but they have no good works. (vs. 17, 20, 26)
· They continually lack evidence to support the claim of faith they routinely make.

· A fruitless life is certain proof that one does not belong to God. (Matt. 7:19)

· True saving faith will inevitably produce good works. (Matt. 7:21; Eph. 2:10; Tit. 1:16; 2:7)

B. Dead faith is characterized by false compassion. (vs. 15-17)
· People with dead faith substitute words for deeds. (Matt. 23:1-3)
· They know the correct vocabulary and can quote the right verses, but their walk does not measure up to their talk. (Ezek. 33:31; 1 John 2:6)
C. Dead faith is characterized by shallow conviction. (vs. 18)
· People with dead faith have only had an intellectual experience. (Acts 26:27-28)
· They know the doctrines of salvation, but they have never submitted themselves to the lordship of Jesus Christ. (Acts 2:21; 16:31; Rom. 10:9)
II.    
SECOND, THERE IS DEMONIC FAITH (vs. 19) 
A. Demonic faith can be characterized by orthodox beliefs. (vs. 19a)    
· Demons believe in the existence of God; they are neither atheists nor agnostics.   
· Demons believe in the deity of Christ. (Mark 3:11)
· Demons believe in a place of eternal punishment. (Luke 8:30-31; Rev. 20:10)
· Demons believe the gospel message is true. (Acts 16:17)
B. Demonic faith can be characterized by emotional religious worship. (vs. 19b)
· Demons are emotionally touched by what they believe. (vs. 19b)

· Demons pray earnestly in a humble posture. (Luke 8:28)

· Demons dread their eternal destiny. (Luke 8:31)
C. Demonic faith does not result in a changed life.  
III.    
THIRD, THERE IS DYNAMIC FAITH (vs. 20-26)
A. Dynamic saving faith is based on God’s Word. 
· Dynamic faith includes hearing the Word of God. (Rom. 10:17)
· Dynamic faith includes welcoming the Word of God that you hear. (1 Thes. 2:13)

· Dynamic faith includes receiving the Word of God that you hear. (James 1:21)

· Dynamic faith includes keeping the Word of God that you hear. (Luke 11:28)
· Dynamic faith includes heeding the Word of God that you hear. (Luke 8:18a)

· Dynamic faith includes bearing fruit by the Word of God that you hear. (Luke 8:15)
B. Dynamic saving faith involves the whole person.
· Dead faith involves the mind. (See Section I above)
· Demon faith involves both the mind and the emotions. (See Section II above)
· Dynamic faith involves the mind, the heart, and the will. (Mark 12:30)
·    With dynamic faith, the mind understands the Word of God. (Eph. 1:17-18)
·    With dynamic faith, the heart desires the Word of God. (Jere. 15:16; Rom. 10:8)
·    With dynamic faith, the will acts on the Word of God. (Luke 11:28; John 8:51; 14:23)
C. Dynamic saving faith leads to action. (vs. 20, 22, 24, 26)
· Where there is dynamic faith, you will always find good works. (Tit. 3:8)
· Lack of fruit is an indication of the lack of dynamic saving faith. (Matt. 7:18-20)

· Examine yourself as to whether or not you have dynamic saving faith. (2 Cor. 13:5a)
QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN EXAMINING YOURSELF AS TO WHETHER YOU HAVE SAVING FAITH:
1.  Was there a time when you honestly realized you were a sinner and admitted this to both yourself and to God?

2. Do you truly understand the gospel, that Christ died and rose again for your sins, and that there is nothing you can do to save yourself?  Have you trusted Christ alone for your salvation?

3. Did you sincerely repent of your sins and turn from them, or do you secretly love and enjoy sin?

4. Do you enjoy a living relationship with Christ through the Word and in the Spirit?

5. Has there been a change in your life? Can others see the change? Do you maintain good works?

6. Do you have a desire to share Christ with others or are you ashamed of Him?

7. Do you enjoy the fellowship of God’s people?  Is the worship of God a delight to you? 

