TEST #6 – THE PROPER USE OF THE TONGUE
James 3:1-12
0.     
INTRODUCTION – The tongue is another test of living faith, because the genuineness of a person’s faith will inevitably be demonstrated by his speech.
I.
THE TONGUE DEFINES ONE’S SPIRITUAL MATURITY (vs. 1-2)
A. The ability to control the tongue is a requirement for one to be a spiritual leader or a teacher in the church. (1 Tim. 4:12; Jam. 1:26)
· A person who cannot control what he says will not be able to control what he does.
· A tongue that does not stumble indicates a well-balanced, spiritually mature person. 
B. It is important to note that James’ intent is not to discourage people from using their spiritual gifts or communicating their scriptural insights. (1 Tim. 4:13-14)
· James is highlighting that those who publically teach the word of God have a serious responsibility to teach it accurately and clearly. (Acts 20:26-27; 2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 13:17)
· Scripture gives severe warnings against teachers who teach erroneous, misleading, and heretical doctrines. (1 Tim. 6:3-5; Tit. 1:10-11; 2 Pet. 2:1)
II.    
THE TONGUE DIRECTS ONE’S PHYSICAL PILGRIMAGE (vs. 2b-5) 
A. When a person’s speech is Christ-exalting, God-honoring, and believer-edifying, then one can be sure that the rest of his life is spiritually healthy. (vs. 2b) 
· The heart is the key to the proper use of the tongue. (Matt. 12:34)   
· It is very important that we guard what we say. (Prov. 21:23; Eph. 4:29-31)
B. James provides two examples that illustrate how small items can exercise great power.
· A small bit allows a rider to control a great horse, but a runaway horse with a broken bit could mean death to pedestrians. (vs. 3)
· A small rudder enables a pilot to steer a great ship, but a storm-tossed ship with a broken rudder could end up shipwrecked on the rocks. (vs. 4)
· A tongue is a small member and can accomplish great things, but an uncontrolled tongue can cause great damage. (Prov. 15:1; 18:21a)
III.    
THE TONGUE DEFILES ONE’S SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS (vs. 6-8)
A. The tongue has tremendous potential to corrupt and destroy a personal relationship.

B. James likens the tongue to a fire. (vs. 6; Prov. 16:27) 
· Fire is one of the few forces that does irreparable damage; i.e. total disintegration.
· Fiery words often destroy relationships, and even if reconciliation occurs, the restored relationships are often never the same. 
· James states four major elements that indicate the danger of the tongue:

·    The tongue is “a world of iniquity”; it is the source of unrighteous and ungodly behavior as it breeds and gives vent to every sort of sinful passion and lust.

·    The tongue “defiles the whole body”. (Mark 7:20-23)

·    The tongue “sets on fire the course of nature”; it not only contaminates ourselves, it can contaminate everyone we influence throughout our lives. (Prov. 16:28; 26:28)
·    The tongue “is set on fire by hell”; it can be Satan’s tool to pollute, corrupt and destroy. 

C. James states that the tongue is full of deadly poison. (vs. 8b)
· The tongue can destroy morally, socially, economically and spiritually. (Psa. 64:1-6)
D. James makes it clear that no one can tame the tongue. (vs. 8a)
· Man’s method of controlling the tongue is to stop talking. (Psa. 39:1-2)
· However, this does not work, because one’s heart is not controlled, and eventually it all spews out. (Psa. 39:3; Matt. 15:18-19)

E. Only dependence on God will bring the tongue under control. (Psa. 141:3)
IV.    
THE TONGUE DISPLAYS ONE’S NATURAL INCONSISTANCIES (vs. 9-12)
A. With the same tongue that we bless God, we curse men. (vs. 9)
· If the tongue is inconsistent, then there is something radically wrong with the heart.
· There should be no place in the believer’s life for inconsistent speech. (vs. 10; Matt. 12:37)
B. A righteous heart will not speak unrighteous words. (vs. 11-12; Prov. 15:28; Matt. 7:16-18)
