TEST #8 – INTERACTION WITH THE WORLD
James 4:1-10
I.
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE WORLD CREATES CONFLICT WITHIN THE CHURCH (vs. 1a)
A. A key indicator of one’s spiritual maturity is one’s attitude toward the world. (John 17:16)
· The world [“kosmos”] does not refer to the physical earth but to the man-centered, Satan-directed system of this present age. (Eph. 2:2-3; 1 John 5:19)
· The world refers to the self-centered, godless value system that focuses on self-glory, self-fulfillment, self-indulgence and self-satisfaction. (Col. 2:8)
B. Habitual friendship with the world is evidence of shallow faith because the world is hostile to God (vs. 4), to Jesus Christ (John 7:7; 15:18), and to committed believers (John 15:19; 17:14). 
· Worldly people in the church actually oppose God within the church. (vs. 4c)
· Worldly people in the church cause conflict within the church. (1 Cor. 3:3)

II.    
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE WORLD CREATES CONFLICT WITHIN THE WORLDLY PERSON (vs. 1b-3)
A. Friendship with the world results in internal conflicts caused by uncontrolled desire. (vs. 1b) 
· The source of internal conflicts is “your desires for pleasure” where the Greek word for pleasure [“hedonon”] is where we get the English word “hedonism”.  
· Lovers of the world cannot control their desires. (1 Thes. 4:4-5)
· Lovers of the world become choked with the “pleasures of life”. (Luke 8:14)
· Lovers of the world are “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God”. (2 Tim. 3:2-4)
B. Friendship with the world results in external conflicts caused by unfulfilled desire. (vs. 2a)
· When sinful lust is not gratified, the worldly person is prone to lash out in angry passion.
· When the lusting person cannot achieve his desired goals, the result often leads to fights. 
C. Friendship with the world results in little or no prayer life. (vs. 2b)
· Lovers of the world do not ask because it never occurs to them.
· Lovers of the world do not believe that every good and perfect gift comes from above. (Jam. 1:17) 
D. Friendship with the world results in unanswered prayer even when there is prayer. (vs. 3)

· Lovers of the world tend to pray with selfish motives for their own pleasure. (Phil. 2:3)
· Lovers of the world tend to have iniquity in their heart. (Psa. 66:18) 
III.    
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE WORLD CREATES CONFLICT WITH GOD (vs. 4-6)
A. Friendship with the world is compared to adultery. (vs. 4a)

· The believer is married to Christ and ought to be faithful to Him. (Rom. 7:4)

B. Friendship with the world is the beginning of a slippery slope for the believer.  

· Step #1 – Friendship with the world. (vs. 4)

· Step #2 – Love the world. (1 John 2:15-17)

· Step #3 – Become spotted by the world. (Jam. 1:27)

· Step #4 – Become conformed to the world. (Rom. 12:2)
C. Friendship with the world is hostility with God. (vs. 4b)
· Those who are worldly minded cannot please God. (Rom. 8:7-8)
· Those who love the world do not love God the Father. (1 John 2:15)
· Those who set their minds on the things of the world are enemies of the cross of Christ. (Phil. 3:18-19)
· Those who are conformed to the world will have their works condemned along with the world. (1 Cor. 3:11-15; Luke 8:14c)

D. Friendship with the world leads to disregard for Scripture. (vs. 5-6)
· Scripture commands us not to set our minds on the things of this world. (Col. 3:2)

· Scripture commands us not to be conformed to this world. (Rom. 12:2)
· Scripture tells us we are to be in the world, but not of the world. (John 17:15-16)
IV.
THREE WAYS WE CAN OVERCOME FRIENDSHIP WITH THE WORLD (vs. 7-10)
A. Submit to God. (vs. 7) – “Not my will but Thine be done.” (John 6:38)
B. Draw near to God. (vs. 8) – “Cleanse your hands and purify your hearts.” (1 John 1:9)
C. Humble yourself in the sight of God. (vs. 9-10) – “The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart and … have a contrite spirit.” (Psa. 34:18)
