TEST #10 – OUR DEPENDENCE ON GOD
James 4:13-17
I.
THE FOOLISHNESS OF PLANNING AS IF GOD DOES NOT EXIST (vs. 13-14)
A. James is addressing people who habitually live as if God does not exist.
B. James gives as an example people who make plans for the future in which they totally ignore God; that is, God’s will is not a part of their agenda.
C. The businessmen’s plans contained five presumptuous elements outside their control:
· They chose their own timing. – “Today or tomorrow”
· They chose their own location. – “such and such a city”
· They chose their own duration. – “spend a year there”
· They chose their own activity. – “buy and sell”

· They chose their own goal. – “make a profit”

D. James highlights two reasons why those who leave God out of their planning are foolish:   
· First, they are ignorant of the future. (vs. 14a; Prov. 27:1)
· Second, they fail to recognize the brevity of life. (vs. 14b; Job 7:7a; 14:1-2; Psa. 90:10; 102:11; 103:15-16) 
II.    
THE ARROGANCE OF PLANNING AS IF GOD DOES NOT EXIST (vs. 16)
A. To make plans as if you are in control of your future is arrogant boasting. (vs. 16a)
B. James condemns this arrogant boasting as evil. (vs. 16b)
III.    
WE ARE TO TAKE GOD’S WILL INTO ACCOUNT WHEN WE PLAN (vs. 15, 17)
A. Nothing indicates that one is a genuine believer more than a desire to do the will of God.   (Psa. 40:8; 143:10; Matt. 7:21; Mark 3:35; Eph. 6:6; 1 Pet. 4:2)
B. Jesus is the greatest example of one who did the will of God. (John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38)
C. The will of God was central to all of Paul’s plans. (Acts 18:21; Rom. 1:10; 15:32; 1 Cor. 4:19; 16:7; Phil. 2:19, 24; Heb. 6:3)
D. For the believer, doing God’s will is an act of worship. (Rom. 12:1-2) 

E. For the believer, doing God’s will should be a way of life. (vs. 15; Col. 1:9-10; 4:12)
F. For the believer, knowing God’s will and choosing not to do it is sin. (vs. 17; Luke 12:47-48)

IV.
HOW CAN WE KNOW GOD’S WILL

A. Guidance comes from walking with the Guide. (Psa. 32:8; Psa. 37:23-24; Psa. 48:14; Psa. 73:23-24; Isa. 58:11a)

· If we are out of step with our Shepherd, we will not be aware of His will. (John 10:27)

· His reputation as the Good Shepherd depends on His ability to lead. (Psa. 23:3)

B. Guidance comes from trusting in the Lord and acknowledging Him. (Prov. 3:5-6)
· Biblical principles and precepts are the basis of God’s will for my life. (Psa. 119:1-3)
· God’s will majors on my character. 
· God is much more concerned about who I am, then about where I am or what I am doing.
· If I am not the right person, it will do me little good to be in the right location or have the right vocation. 

C. Guidance comes through the counsel of mature godly believers. (Prov. 1:5; 12:15; 19:20)
D. Guidance is communicated through our God-given desires. (Psa. 37:3-4; 145:19)

E. Guidance is confirmed through the peace of God. (Phil. 4:6-7; Col. 3:15)

V.
GOD’S WILL AS FOUND IN GOD’S WORD

A. Be saved – The most important step in being in the will of God. (2 Pet. 3:9)

B. Be Spirit-filled – live your life under the control of the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 5:17-18; Phil. 2:13)

C. Be sanctified – do not live like the world. (1 Thes. 4:3-5)
· Abstain from sexual sin (vs. 3) – Flee fornication, adultery, homosexuality, etc.

· Control your body (vs. 4-5) – Avoid drunkenness, gluttony, sensuality, drugs, etc.

D. Be submissive – be the best citizen you can be to silence the critics. (1 Pet. 2:13-15)
E. Be saturated with joy, prayer and thanksgiving. (1 Thes. 5:16-18)

