TEST #13 – HONEST SPEECH
James 5:12
0. THE INTRODUCTION 

A. The Bible does not forbid the practice of taking oaths; there are times when they are appropriate, such as when testifying in court and when making marriage vows. 
B. The Bible gives many examples of godly men making vows: 
· Abraham both made a vow (Gen. 21:28-31) and required a vow (Gen. 24:2-4).

· David swore oaths with Saul (1 Sam. 24:20-22) and Jonathan (2 Sam. 21:7).
· Paul made a vow. (Acts 18:18)
C. There were occasions when God required a vow. (Ex. 22:10-11; Num. 5:19-22; 6:1-6) 
D. Even God, who never lies (Num. 23:19), made vows on occasion. 
· God made a vow with Abraham. (Gen. 22:16-18; Luke 1:73; Heb. 6:13-17)

· God made a vow with David. (Psa. 89-3-4; 132:11-12)
· God made a vow with Israel. (Deut. 28:9)
E. What the Bible does forbid is the practice of taking oaths with the intent to deceive others. (Matt. 5:33-37; Jam. 5:12) 
I.
THE DISTINCTION (vs. 12a) – But above all, my brethren,
A. Of all the tests of genuine faith that James has given, this test is the most important.
· The phrase “above all” sets this test as the preeminent command to this point. 
· The fact that this test occupies only one verse does not mean that it can be dismissed as a relatively insignificant test of one’s true spiritual state.
B. The prohibition against false swearing reflects the truth that a Spirit-transformed heart will reveal itself in honest speech. (Matt. 12:34-37)
II.    
THE RESTRICTION (vs. 12b) – do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath.
A. By the time of Jesus, rabbinic tradition allowed one to make vows that were not binding.
· If one made vows in God’s name, than that vow was binding because otherwise one would be taking the Lord’s name in vain. (Deut. 6:13; Num. 30:2; Lev. 19:12; Ex. 20:7; Eccl. 5:4)
· However, if one made a vow in which God’s name wasn’t invoked, then one could invalidate one’s vow without any consequences (similar to “crossing your fingers”).
· Jesus declared that such evasive deceitful vow-taking was as binding as vows that were invoked in God’s name. (Matt. 23:16-22)
B. In this passage James is not forbidding the practice of swearing an oath in the Lord’s name; he is forbidding the practice of evasive vow-taking with the intent to deceive.
III.    
THE INSTRUCTION (vs. 12c) – But let your “Yes” be “Yes”, and your “No,” “No,”
A. James commands that believers use simple, straightforward, honest speech.
· True believers are those whose “yes” means “yes” and whose “no” means “no”.
· Honest people do not have to swear elaborate oaths to convince others they are telling the truth.

B. Swearing an oath under special circumstances is not prohibited (court, marriage, etc.), but under normal circumstances it is not necessary for an honest person to swear to an oath. 
C. For honest truthful believers, a simple “yes” or “no” will suffice.
IV.
THE MOTIVATION (vs. 12d) – lest you fall into judgment.
A. There are eternal consequences for those who swear false oaths.
· Taking the Lord’s name in vain by swearing false oaths will be punished. (Ex. 20:7)
· Jesus pronounced a “woe” on the Pharisees because of their false oaths. (Matt. 23:16) 
B. James is warning that those who blaspheme God’s holy name through deceitful oaths face eternal damnation.
· The Bible teaches that liars are the spiritual children of the father of lies. (John 8:44)

· The Bible teaches that liars will be sentenced to hell. (Rev. 21:8; 22:15)

V.
THE CONCLUSION
Those whose lives are characterized by an unbroken pattern of lying give evidence of having an unregenerate heart.
