TEST #14 – OUR COMMITMENT TO PRAYER
James 5:13-20
I.
PRAY WHEN YOU ARE SUFFERING (vs. 13)
A. The word for “suffering” refers to enduring evil treatment by people, not physical illness. 
· This word for suffering is only found two other times in Scripture. (2 Tim 2:9; 4:5)
· This word refers to suffering from persecution (see Jam. 5:10-11a for context).
B. Prayer is essential for one who is enduring suffering because God is the ultimate source of comfort. (2 Cor. 1:3-4; 1 Pet. 5:7)
C. Those who are able to maintain a cheerful attitude in their suffering are to sing praises to God for the comfort that He has given. (Acts 16:22-25)
II.    
PRAY WHEN YOU ARE SPIRITUALLY WEAK (vs. 14-15)
A. The meaning of this passage is often misinterpreted.
· It appears to be teaching that physically sick believers can expect physical healing through the prayers of the elders. 
· However, such an interpretation is out of harmony with the context, and any time we ignore the context, our understanding of the passage may be incorrect. 
· The word translated “sick” means physical sickness 18 times in the New Testament, but it also refers to emotional or spiritual weakness 14 times. (Acts 20:35; Rom. 14:1-2; 1 Cor. 8:11-12; 2 Cor. 11:29; 13:9; Heb. 12:3)
· Paul uses this word to describe weakness produced by persecution. (2 Cor. 12:10) 
B. The spiritually weak are those who have suffered from persecution and have become exhausted, weary, depressed and defeated Christians unable to pray effectively on their own.

· The spiritually weak need the help of the spiritually strong. (1 Thes. 5:14)
· Wounded and exhausted sheep should go to their shepherds who will intercede for them and ask God for renewed spiritual strength on their behalf. (Acts 6:4; Gal. 6:1)
· The intent of this passage is that the prayers of the elders will deliver weak, defeated believers from their spiritual weakness and restore them to spiritual wholeness.

· If sin has contributed to or resulted from the spiritual weakness of a fallen believer, that sin will be forgiven, when the weakened brother cries out to God for restoration. (1 John 1:9)
III.    
PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER (vs. 16-20)
A. Pray for believers in the church who sin. (vs. 16) 
· When a fellow believer is caught up in a sin, those who are spiritual have a responsibility to restore the sinning believer with a spirit of gentleness. (Gal. 6:1)

· The process of restoration requires effective prayer:

1. We must pray that we have the spiritual wisdom to deal with the sinning believer with a spirit of gentleness and not with a critical or judgmental spirit. (Jam. 1:5)

2. We must pray that the sinning believer will admit that his sin is truly a sin.

3. We must pray that the sinning believer will confess his sin before God and turn away from it in repentance. 
B. Pray for unbelievers in the church who stray. (vs. 19-20)
· Unfortunately, it is a tragic reality that throughout church history, there have always been professing tares among the wheat. (Isa. 29:13; Jere. 12:2; Jam. 1:22)
· The word “sinner” refers to someone who is without God and without Christ and therefore in need of salvation. (Psa. 51:13; Matt. 9:13; Luke 15:10; Rom. 5:8; 1 Tim. 1:15)
· The process of rescuing a wandering sinner requires effective prayer.
1. We must pray that we have the boldness to speak to wanderers from the truth in order to turn them back to repentance. (Acts 4:29, 31; Eph. 6:18-20)

2. We must pray that God draws them to Himself. (John 6:44)

3. We must pray that the Holy Spirit guides them into the truth. (John 16:13) 
4. We must pray that the Holy Spirit convicts them of their sin. (John 16:7-8)

5. We must pray that they will confess Jesus Christ as Lord. (Rom. 10:9)   

C. Our prayers can be effective even though we are just ordinary people. (vs. 17-18)

· Elijah was no different than we are: he got afraid and he got depressed. (1 Kings 19:3-4) 
· Yet when Elijah prayed, incredible things happened. (1 Kings 17:17-22) 

· Why?  Because he was a righteous man who prayed earnestly. (Jam. 5:16b)
