OUR TRIUNE GOD BEFORE CREATION
“You loved Me before the foundation of the world.” – John 17:24c
“Before He ever created, before anything else, God was a Father loving His Son.” – Michael Reeves
I.    THE MOST FOUNDATIONAL ASPECT OF GOD IS NOT THAT HE IS THE CREATOR
A.
If God’s very identity is to be The Creator, then He needs a creation in order to be who He is.
B.
This raises the question of who was He in eternity past before He created the universe.
II.   THE MOST FOUNDATIONAL ASPECT OF GOD IS NOT THAT HE IS LORD GOD ALMIGHTY 
A. If God’s very identity is to be The Ruler, then we are just creatures who have broken His rules. 
B. We can never really love the God who is essentially just The Ruler. (1 John 4:19)
C. There has to be more to our relationship with God than just obeying rules, because otherwise we cannot obey the first and greatest rule. (Matt. 22:37-38)
III.  THE MOST FOUNDATIONAL ASPECT OF GOD IS THAT HE IS FIRST AND FOREMOST FATHER
A. Before God ever created, before He ever ruled the world, He was a Father loving His Son. (John 17:24)
· The fact that Jesus is the Son means that Jesus has a Father. (Matt. 3:17; 17:5)
· Jesus constantly referred to God as Father. (39 times in Matt.; 5 times in Mark; 17 times in Luke; 102 times in John)
· Jesus came to earth to reveal the Father to mankind. (John 1:18)
· Jesus has revealed God as His Father and as our Father. (John 20:17)
· Jesus has revealed that no one comes to the Father except through the Son. (John 14:6)
· Jesus has revealed that we address God as Father when we pray. (Matt. 6:9; 7:11)
B. Old Testament Scripture equates the terms “God” and “Father”.

· God carries His people like a father carries his son. (Deut. 1:31)

· God disciplines His people like a father disciplines his son. (Deut. 8:5)

· God has compassion on His people like a father has compassion on his children. (Psa. 103:13)

C. New Testament Scripture refers to God as Father.
· He is referred to as “one God, the Father”. (1 Cor. 8:6)

· He is referred to as “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. (Rom. 15:6; 1 Pet. 1:3)

D. Our understanding of God should be based on how the Son has revealed Him; it should not be based on His works only.  

· God creates as a Father. (Gen. 2:18)
· God rules as a Father. (Heb. 12:5-7)
IV.
THE FACT THAT THERE IS THE FATHER MEANS THERE MUST BE A TRIUNE GOD

A. If God is the eternal Father, then there must be an eternal Son.

· If there was a time that the Son did not exist, then there was a time when the Father was not yet a Father.

· If there was a time when God was just one person, then He could not be love, since for all eternity past (i.e., before creation) He would have nobody to love.

· If there was a time when God was alone, then there was a time when the Father did not love.
· The Father is love, because He has always loved. (1 John 4:8, 16)
· The Father spent eternity past loving His Son. (John 17:24)
· The Father loved the Son during His incarnation. (Matt. 3:17; 17:5; John 3:35; 5:20)

· The Father loves the Son now that He is back in heaven. (Col. 3:1)
B. If God is love, there must be a third Person in the Trinity.
· If God was just two persons, that love would not be happy and healthy because they could not share it with others.  
· For all eternity, the Father and the Son have shared their love with the Holy Spirit.  

· Note that God pours His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 5:5)
C.
God is three real and distinct persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; there could be no true love between them if they were just different aspects of one single divine personality.  
