OUR TRIUNE GOD DURING CREATION
“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.” – Gen. 1:26
“The very creation is a work of grace, flowing from God’s love.” – Michael Reeves
I.    THE REASON FOR CREATION
A. God has loved the Son in the Spirit for all eternity. (John 17:24)
B. Since God the Father has eternally loved the Son, it is entirely characteristic of Him to create others so He might also love them. (John 17:23)
C. The Father has so loved His Son that His love for Him overflowed so that it might be enjoyed by others.
D. God the Son became the blueprint, the firstborn over all creation. (Rom. 8:29; Col. 1:15)

E. Christ came to earth to ensure that the love that God has for Christ would be shared by others. (John 17:26)
F. God’s is seeking to have His fullness, His love, and His goodness shared with His creation.

II.   THE MEANS OF CREATION
A. Creation is the work of the Father because it is the Father’s love for the Son that is the motive behind creation. (Rev. 4:8-11)
· Although John does not name the One who is sitting on the throne, it is obvious it is God the Father. (1 Kings 22:19; Psa. 47:8; Isa. 6:1; Ezek. 1:26-28; Dan 7:9-10, 13; Rev. 5:6-7) 
B. Creation is the work of the Son because He is the Word. (John 1:1-3)
· As the Word speaks, creation occurs. (Gen. 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26)
· This is why Scripture states that all things were created by the Son. (Col. 1:15-17; Heb. 1:1-3)

C. Creation is the work of the Holy Spirit because the Spirit perfects or completes the work of creation as He breathes out life. (Job 33:4; Psa. 104:30)
D. Creation is the work of the Triune God – compare the first and second phrases in 1 Cor. 8:6: a powerful, clear affirmation of the equality of essence of God the Father and God the Son.
III.  THE TRIUNE GOD HELD A DIVINE COUNCIL PRIOR TO CREATION (Gen. 1:26)
A. This was not the only pre-creation divine council regarding man however:

· Christ was foreordained to be slain “before the foundation of the world”. (1 Pet. 1:18-20)

· God promised eternal life “before time began”. (Tit. 1:2)

· God selected “the elect” prior to creation: 

· God chose those who are His “before the foundation of the world”. (Eph. 1:4)

· God called those who were to be saved “before time began”. (2 Tim. 1:9)

· The names of the redeemed had been written in the book of life “from the foundation of the world”. (Rev. 13:8; 17:8)
B. God proposed to make man in His image, according to His likeness. (Gen. 1:26a)

· Man is more than simply a very complex and highly organized animal.

· Man is distinct, having something that animals do not have. (Eccl. 3:21)

· Man has an eternal spirit with moral consciousness, ability to think abstract thoughts, speak articulately, understand beauty and emotion, and to worship God. (Eccl. 12:7)
IV.
THE RELIABILITY OF THE GENESIS RECORD OF CREATION
A. The Holy Scriptures accept the Genesis record as literal history.
· Genesis is referred to 200 times in the New Testament (more than any other Biblical book).
B. Jesus confirmed that the creation recorded in Genesis was true. (Mark 10:6; 13:19) 
· In Matt. 19:4, He quoted Gen. 1:27: “He made them male and female.”
· In Matt. 19:5, He quoted Gen. 2:24: “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”
· Note that if the Genesis record of creation is not true, then Jesus is a liar and His death did not save us from our sins.
V.
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE GENESIS RECORD OF CREATION
A. Christianity loses its validity if creation is not true. (Rom. 5:12-21)
B. Christianity loses its power when the validity and trustworthiness of the Bible is questioned. (Luke 16:31; John 5:46-47)
C.
Christianity loses its relevancy if mankind was not created by God and thus is not accountable to Him. (Matt. 12:36; Rom. 14:12; Heb. 4:13; 1 Pet. 4:5)
