  SPIRITUAL TRUTHS REVEALED BY JESUS
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” – Matt. 6:21
I. THE DEFINITIONS 

A. Our treasure is what we truly value.

B. Our heart is the control center for our lives. (Prov. 4:23)

II. THE QUESTION WE NEED TO ASK OURSELVES 

A. We need to ask ourselves, “Where is our treasure?”

B. We do not need to ask ourselves, “Where is our heart?” because the location of our treasure reveals the true condition of our heart.
III. THE CONTEXT – Read Matt. 6:19-21
A. Command #1 – “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth.” (Matt. 6:19)
B. Command #2 – “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” (Matt. 6:20)

IV. THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES THAT ARE IMPLIED
A. We cannot have our treasure both on earth and in heaven. (Matt. 6:24)
B. If we lay up treasures for ourselves, we will not be rich toward God. (Luke 12:21)

V.  THE APPLICATION
A. Jesus is not prohibiting the possession of property or money.

· We need to provide for our family. (1 Tim. 5:8)

· We need to pay our debts. (Rom. 13:8a; 2 Kings 4:7b)

· We need to save for the future. (Prov. 30:24-25; Prov. 21:20; 2 Cor. 12:14)

· We need to share with others who are in need. (1 John 3:17)

· We need to give back to God the first fruits. (Ex. 23:19a; Prov. 3:9)
B. Jesus is attacking the practice of hoarding or stockpiling material blessings. (Luke 12:15-20)

· Materialism can cause us to deny God. (Prov. 30:8-9)

· Materialism can cause us to stop trusting God. (1 Tim. 6:17)

· Materialism can cause us to ignore God’s Word and become unfruitful. (Mark 4:19)

· Materialism can cause us to be proud. (Prov. 28:11a)

· Materialism can cause us to trust in unstable foundations. (Prov. 23:4-5)

C. Jesus is promoting the storing up of treasures in heaven. 
· Rewards await the believer who serves the Lord faithfully in this world. (Matt. 10:41) 

· A “great” reward is promised to those who are persecuted for Jesus’ sake. (Matt. 5:11-12)
· When Jesus is our treasure, we will be highly motivated to commit our resources—our money, our time, our talents—to His work in this world. (Col. 3:23-24)

· The Lord will be faithful to reward us for the service we give Him. (Heb. 6:10; 1 Cor. 3:8)

· Even seemingly small acts of service do not go unnoticed by God. (Matt. 10:42)
· We can serve the Lord wholeheartedly, knowing that God is the One keeping score, and His reward will be abundantly gracious. (1 Cor. 15:58)

· The treasures that await us will far outweigh any trouble, inconvenience, or persecution we may face. (Rom. 8:18)

VI.
THE MAIN POINT – THE TREASURE MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE

A.
The Treasure of treasures is Christ Himself – knowing and being with the One from whom all blessings flow. (John 17:3; Phil. 3:8, 10, 14) 
B.
Remember why Jesus came:

· He came so that we might be able to see. (John 9:39)
· He came so that we might have abundant life. (John 10:10)

· He came so that we don’t have to abide in darkness. (John 12:46)

· He came so that we can know the truth. (John 18:37)

· He came to deliver us from this present evil age. (Gal. 1:4)

· He came so that we might live with Him forever. (1 Thes. 5:10)

· He came to bring us safely into His heavenly kingdom. (2 Tim. 4:18)

· He came so that we can be with Him and see His glory. (John 17:24)
