 WORSHIP AS A WAY OF LIFE
I.  
WE ARE SAVED TO WORSHIP
A. Worship is the purpose of salvation.
· The greatest commandment is a call to worship; it affirms worship as our universal priority. (Mark 12:29-30)
· We are to worship God Almighty because He is our Creator and our God, and because we are His people. (Psa. 95:6-7)
· Jesus stated that the worship of God is our highest priority. (Matt. 4:10)
· The objective for salvation is not so that we may escape hell, it is so that God will have worshippers. (Isa. 43:21; John 4:23)

· We have been redeemed so that our lives may glorify Him in everything we do. (1 Cor. 10:31)
B. Worship is the proper heartfelt response to the saving death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
· The 22nd Psalm is a prophetic look at the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. (Psa. 22:1, 7, 8, 13-18)
· The 22nd Psalm closes with an expression of true worship. (Psa. 22:22-27) 
C. Worship is the genuine mark of a believer. (Phil. 3:3)
· True worshippers worship in the Spirit. (vs. 3a)
· The first characteristic of a genuine worshipper is a heart that overflows with worship.
· If the heart is not in it, then the worship is in vain. (Matt. 15:8-9)

· The indwelling Holy Spirit prompts true and acceptable worship, and since He only indwells Christians, only they can truly worship God. (John 4:23-24)

· True worshippers rejoice or boast in Christ Jesus. (vs. 3b)
· The Greek word for “rejoice” can be translated as boast, glory, joy or rejoice.  
· It is often used to describe a believer’s joy in Christ. (Rom. 5:11; 1 Cor. 1:31; Gal. 6:14)

· True worshippers give the credit for all that they are to the Lord. (1 Cor. 15:10)
· True worshippers have no confidence in the flesh. (vs. 3c)
· The flesh represents man’s fallen, unredeemed humanness. (Rom. 7:18) 
· True worshippers know that human ability apart from God is worthless. (John 6:63; 15:5; Rom. 8:4, 8)

· True worshippers turn from sinful self-efforts and embrace the truth of salvation by grace alone. (Eph. 2:8-9) 
II.
WHAT IS WORSHIP

A. The definition of true worship.
· Worship is honor and adoration directed to God. (Psa. 134:1-2; 136:1-3; 147:1, 7)
· Worship is ascribing to God His worth and affirming His value. (Psa. 96:8-9)
· Worship includes both acts of praise and acts of love or service. (Heb. 13:15-16)
· True worship goes beyond just praising God, singing hymns, or participating in a worship service; it includes living a life of obedient service to God. (Rom. 12:1)
B. The purpose of true worship.
· We ought to come to worship thirsty for God. (Psa. 42:1-2a; Psa. 63:1)
· We ought to come to worship focused on the glorification of God. (Psa. 100:4-5)
· We ought to come to worship with a conviction that we are totally satisfied in Him. (Psa. 63:3-5)
C. The elements of true worship.
According to Scripture we are to approach God in corporate worship using five basic elements:
· Read the Word. (1 Tim. 4:13; Neh. 8:1-3, 5-7) – Scripture is powerful, even if not explained.
· Preach the Word. (2 Tim. 4:2) – Preaching is the most effective way of teaching God’s truth. 
· Pray the Word. (1 Tim. 2:1; Matt. 21:13a) – Public prayers should be patterned after prayers recorded in Scripture.
· Sing the Word. (Psa. 66:2; 100:2; Eph. 5:19) – Sing songs that share His Word accurately.
· See the Word through the ordinances:

· The bread and fruit of the vine in the Lord’s Supper provide a visual reminder of what Christ did for us on the cross. (Luke 22:19)

· Baptism portrays our spiritual death to sin, our symbolic burial with Christ, and our resurrection with Him to new life. (Rom. 6:3-4)
