Christ Setting the Captives Free - Psalm 68
Evidence that Psalm 68 is a Messianic Psalm: 

· Eph. 4:8 quotes Psalm 68:18.

0. INTRODUCTION

A. Psalm 68 is a great Psalm of victory referring to God’s mighty acts for the people of Israel:
· Verses 1-3 & 7 refer to God leading Israel through the wilderness. (Num. 10:33-36)
· Verses 11-14 relate to the conquest of Canaan. (Josh. 10:5-11)
· Verses 24-27 refer to David bringing the ark of God to Jerusalem. (1 Chron. 15:14-16, 28)
B. But Psalm 68 is also a Psalm about the Messiah:

· The Old Testament writers, while rooted in their own experiences and messages, would prophesy about “the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.” (1 Pet. 1:10-11)

· There are a great many truths written in the Old Testament about Christ. (Luke 24:44)
I.   CHRIST’S SECOND COMING (vs. 1-4)
A.
“Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered.” (vs. 1)
· When Christ comes, He will strike the nations. (Matt. 24:29-30; Rev. 19:11-16)
B.
“Let the wicked perish at the presence of God.” (vs. 2)
· When Christ is revealed from heaven, the wicked will be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord. (2 Thes. 1:7-9) 
C. “Let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God.” (vs. 3)
· At the same time, His saints will glorify and admire Him. (2 Thes. 1:10)
D. “Extol Him who rides on the clouds.” (vs. 4)

· When Christ comes, He will come in the clouds. (Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thes. 4:16-17)
II.   CHRIST’S ASCENSION (vs. 18)
A. This verse would be very difficult to understand if it wasn’t for Eph. 4:7-10.
B.
“You have ascended on high.’” (vs. 18a)
· Eph. 4:7-10 explains that Christ ascended far above all the heavens after having descended into the lower parts of the earth.
· But there is a question as to what “the lower parts of the earth” refers to:

· It may refer to Christ descending from heaven to earth in the incarnation. (Isa. 44:23)

· It may refer to Christ descending to the place of the dead. (Psa. 63:9-10)

· We do know that Christ, between His death on Calvary and His resurrection did descend to the place of the departed dead, into the very pit of demons, where He proclaimed His victory over Satan and his demons. (1 Pet. 3:18-19)  
C.  
“You have led captivity captive.” (vs. 18b)
· This refers to Christ leading the Old Testament saints out of Sheol.

· Old Testament saints did not go to heaven when they died because Christ had not yet died for their sins.

· The righteous dead who had believed in God went to a place of happiness and bliss.

· This place was known as “Abraham’s bosom” (Luke 16:22-23) or Paradise (Luke 23:43).

· Unrighteous unbelievers went to Hades where they are tormented. (Luke 16:24)

· There was a great gulf between Hades and Abraham’s bosom across which no one could pass. (Luke 16:26)

· After preaching to the demons in the pit, Christ crossed over to Abraham’s bosom, opened the doors, released the godly captives, and led them out. (Isa. 61:1; Luke 4:17-18)

· Some of these godly captives came out of their graves in resurrected bodies after Christ’s resurrection and appeared to many of the believers in Jerusalem. (Matt. 27:52-53)

· The appearance of the resurrected dead testified to Christ’s resurrection since after the first day, Christ did not appear to His disciples for a whole week. (John 20:19, 24-26)

· The appearance of the resurrected dead testified to God’s promise to raise all those who put their faith in Christ. (1 Cor. 15:22, 51-53)  
