The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ - Psalm 22
Evidence that Psalm 22 is a Messianic Psalm is that it is quoted at least 7 times in the New Testament in reference to Jesus Christ. (For example: Psa. 22:18 & John 19:24; Psa. 22:22 & Heb. 2:12)  

In addition, it describes events typical to those that occurred at the cross: 

· Christ cried: “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” (Psa. 22:1 & Matt. 27:46)
· Words hurled at Christ as He hung on cross. (Psa. 22:8 & Matt. 27:43)
· Christ’s hands and feet were pierced. (Psa. 22:16 = death by crucifixion)

· Bystanders cast lots for His clothing. (Psa. 22:18 & Matt. 27:35)

· Perfect description of death by crucifixion written centuries before it was devised. 
I.   FORSAKEN BY GOD (vs. 1-5)
A.
“My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” (vs. 1)
· Jesus must have been meditating on Psalm 22 as He hung on the cross.
· He was suffering the spiritual agony of having the familiar presence of God withdrawn.
B.
“I cry in the daytime … and in the night season.” (vs. 2)
· Probably a reference to the morning hours and then the mid-day time of darkness.
· This darkness was not a solar eclipse but a supernatural event because “the light of the world” was dying. (Matt. 27:45) 

C.  “But you are holy.” (vs. 3)
· Christ became sin forcing the Father to turn away. (2 Cor. 5:21; Hab. 1:13a)
· Instead, God poured down an eternity’s worth of wrath upon Him. (1 Pet. 2:24)
II.   DESPISED BY MEN (vs. 6-13)
A.
“But I am a worm … and despised by the people.” (vs. 6; Matt. 27:20-25)
B.
“All those who see Me ridicule Me.” (vs. 7a; Matt. 27:39)
C.
“They shake the head saying, ‘He trusted in the Lord, let Him rescue Him.’” (vs. 7b-8; Matt. 27:41-43)
D.
“They gape at Me with their mouths … raging and roaring.” (vs. 13) 
III.   RACKED BY PAIN (vs. 14-18)
A. Physical Aspects of Death by Crucifixion
· “I am poured out like water.” (vs. 14a) – Perfuse perspiration caused by intense suffering

· “My bones are out of joint.” (vs. 14b) – Dislocated hands, arms, shoulders and hips
· “My heart is like wax; it has melted within Me.” (vs. 14c) – Congestive heart failure: when the heart is unable to pump sufficiently to maintain blood flow to meet the body's needs
· “My strength is dried up.” (vs. 15a) – Utter exhaustion
· “My tongue clings to My jaws.” (vs. 15b) – Extreme thirst
· “They pierced My hands and My feet.” (vs. 16c) – Hands and feet nailed to the cross
· “I can count all My bones.” (vs. 17) – Humiliating partial or possibly full nudity
B. Emotional Aspects of the Abusive Persecutors

· “For dogs have surrounded Me.” (vs. 16) – Compulsion of crowd mentality

· “They look and stare at Me.” (vs. 17) – Enjoyment of perverted spectacle

· “They divide My garments among them.” (vs. 18) – Greed, even for trivial gains

IV.   DELIVERED FROM DARKNESS (vs. 19-31)

A. “Deliver Me …Save Me … You have answered Me.” (vs. 19-21; John 17:1-5)

B. “I will declare Your name to My brethren.” (vs. 22; Heb. 2:12)
· The Gospel would go forth first to the Jew, “descendants of Jacob”, “offspring of Israel” (vs. 23) and then to the Gentiles, “all the ends of the world”, “families of the nations” (vs. 27).

· This is the progression we see in the New Testament. (Rom. 1:16; Acts 1:8)

· We also see future generations of believers. (vs. 30; John 17:20)
C. “When He cried to Him, He heard.” (vs. 24; Heb. 5:7) – After God’s wrath was fully expended.
D. With His relationship with His Father restored, Christ could now give up His spirit. (Luke 23:46)
E. “He has done this.” (vs. 31) has the same meaning as “It is finished!” (John 19:30)
