Christ, the Eternal Priest - Psalm 110
Evidence that Psalm 110 is a Messianic Psalm: 

· Psalm 110 is quoted a dozen times in the New Testament, always in reference to Jesus Christ.
· Jesus used Psalm 110:1 to explain that the Messiah must be God incarnate in human flesh.     (Matt. 22:42-45; Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44)

· Peter also quoted Psalm 110:1 in reference to Christ’s deity. (Acts 2:32-36)

· Psalm 110:1 is also quoted to show Christ’s superiority over the angels. (Heb. 1:13)

· Psalm 110:4 is quoted at least 7 times to show that Christ is a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. (Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:11, 15, 17, 21)
I.   CHRIST SHALL SIT AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER (vs. 1)
A. “The LORD said to my Lord” refers to the first Person of the Trinity talking to the second Person of the Trinity. 
· “The LORD” (“Jehovah” or “Yahweh”) refers to God the Father.
· “My Lord” (“Adonai”) refers to God the Son.
B. Psa. 16:11 is the first reference in the Bible that shows Christ being at the right hand of God.

C. The second reference is Psa. 110:1, which is also quoted in Matt. 22:44; Mark 12:36; Luke 20:42; Acts 2:34; Heb. 1:13; see also Psa. 110:5a.
D. Other references to Him being at the right hand of God are Matt. 26:64; Mark 14:62; 16:19; Luke 22:69; Act 7:55-56; Rom. 8:34; Eph. 1:20; Col. 3:1; Heb. 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Pet. 3:22. 
II.   CHRIST SHALL RULE OUT OF ZION WITH A ROD OF IRON (vs. 2)
A. When Christ returns, He will rule out of Zion. (Psa. 2:6; 50:2; 102:16; Mic. 4:7)
· Zion is Jerusalem, the city of David. (1 Kings 8:1; 1 Chron. 11:5; 2 Chron. 5:2)
B.
When Christ returns, He will rule with a rod of iron. (Psa. 2:9; Rev. 2:27; 12:5; 19:15)
III.   CHRIST SHALL BE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK (vs. 4)
A.
Explanation of the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:11, 15, 17, 21)
· Universal Priesthood – not confined to a single nation like Aaron’s priesthood. (Heb. 7:1a)

· Melchizedek (like Christ) was priest of the Most High God. (Gen. 14:18; Heb. 7:21)
· Royal Priesthood – not restricted to the office of priest. (Heb. 7:2b)
· Melchizedek (like Christ) was king of righteousness and king of peace. (Isa. 11:5-9)

· The two offices of priest and king were never held by a priest in Israel.

· Personal Priesthood – not limited to a specific genealogical line. (Heb. 7:3a)

· Melchizedek (like Christ) was chosen based on personal qualifications.

· All Israel’s priests were descendants of Aaron. (Num. 3:3; 2 Chron. 13:10)
· Eternal Priesthood – not bound to a specific age range. (Heb. 7:3b)
· Melchizedek (like Christ) served as priest continuously.

· Israel’s priests only served between the ages of 25 and 50. (Num. 8:24-25)
B.
Identification of Melchizedek (Gen. 14:18-20)
· The almost universal interpretation is that Melchizedek was the priest-king of the small city-state of Salem (or Jerusalem).  Some think he may have been Noah’s son Shem.
· However, until David conquered Jerusalem, it had always been a pagan city. (Ezek. 16:2-3)

· If there already was a godly community in Canaan with a holy priest-king, there would have been no need for God to call Abram to establish a holy nation there. (Gen. 12:1-5)
· The only logical explanation is that Melchizedek is Jesus Christ in a pre-incarnate theophany.
· He was described as the very personification of righteousness and peace. (Heb. 7:2)
· He was described as eternal with no beginning and no end. (Heb. 7:3a)

· He was described as like the Son of God. (Heb. 7:3b)

IV. CHRIST SHALL EXECUTE JUDGMENT AMONG THE NATIONS IN THE DAY OF HIS WRATH (vs. 5b-6) 
A. Christ will judge the nations. (vs. 6a; Isa. 2:4; Joel 3:12; Acts 17:30-31)
B. It will be a great day of wrath. (vs. 5b; Isa. 13:9; Ezek. 7:19; Rom. 2:5; Rev. 6:17; 14:19)
