Christ, the Chief Cornerstone - Psalm 118
Evidence that Psalm 118 is a Messianic Psalm is that it is quoted a dozen times in the New Testament.

· Psalm 118:22 is Messianic: 
· Jesus referred to Himself as the cornerstone the builders rejected. (Matt. 21:42)

· Peter referred to Christ as the cornerstone the builders rejected. (Acts 4:11; 1 Pet. 2:6-7)
· Paul called Christ the chief cornerstone. (Eph. 2:20)

· Psalm 118:26 is Messianic:

· The multitude quoted it during Christ’s triumphal entry. (Matt. 21:9; Mark 11:9; Luke 19:38) 

· It will also be quoted at the Second Coming. (Matt. 23:38-39)

0.
INTRODUCTION – The Scriptures describe the church using various metaphors:

· The Church is the Body of Christ. (Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 12:27; Eph. 4:12)
· The Church is the Bride of Christ. (Rev. 19:7-9; 21:9)
· The Church is the Building of Christ. (1 Cor. 3:9; Eph. 2:20-22)

I.
THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE OF THE BUILDING IS JESUS CHRIST (Eph. 2:20b)

A. Definition of cornerstone: the principal stone placed at the corner of an edifice; usually the largest, the most solid, and the most carefully constructed of any in the edifice.

· The largest stone on the present Temple Mount platform in Jerusalem measures 45 feet x 11 feet x 16-1/2 feet and weighs nearly 600 tons.
· Jesus Christ, our Chief Cornerstone, is that massive stone rock at the very bottom that lifts up and supports the whole rest of the building, the load-bearing cornerstone.

· Because the cornerstone was so important, the builders were very selective when they chose the stone, and many potential cornerstones were rejected in the process.
B. Peter quoted both Isa. 28:16 and Psa. 118:22 when he stated that Christ was the chief corner-stone rejected by the builders. (1 Pet. 2:6-7)

· The rejected stone was the crucified Christ. (Acts 4:10-11)
· Christ was rejected because He did not fit the Jews’ preconceived idea of what the Messiah should be like. (Matt. 9:32-34; 12:23-24; 13:54-57; Luke 4:28-29)

· Christ was a stumbling stone and a rock of offense to the Jews. (Isa. 8:14a; Rom. 9:31-33; 1 Pet. 2:8)

· The restored chief cornerstone was the resurrected Christ. (Acts 4:10-11)
II.
THE FOUNDATION OF THE BUILDING IS THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS (Eph. 2:20a) 

A. 
The foundation is not the apostles and prophets themselves, it is the Holy Scriptures they wrote while under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 3:5; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:21)  
· It is the doctrines and principles of belief and practice revealed in the Scriptures. (1 Tim. 4:6, 13, 16)
B.
The foundation is not the traditions of men. (Matt. 15:9; Mark 7:7-9; Col. 2:20-23)
C.
The foundation is not good works. (2 Tim. 1:9; Tit. 3:5)
III.
THE BLOCKS OF THE BUILDING ARE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS (1 Cor. 3:9-16; 1 Pet. 2:5)

A. Every believer must be careful of how he builds. (1 Cor. 3:10)

· We must build with right motives. (1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Cor. 9:7; 1 Pet. 5:2)
· We must build with proper conduct. (2 Cor. 5:10; 2 Tim. 2:21)

· We must build with abiding sufficiency. (John 15:4-6; 2 Cor. 3:5)

B. The only foundation is Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 3:11) - (See above)

C. For those builders whose work endures: (1 Cor. 3:13-14)

· The rewards will come in the next life, not this one. – “the Day will declare it” 

· The rewards will be based on quality, not quantity. – “the fire will test each one’s work”
· The rewards will be remembered, not forgotten. – “he will receive a reward”
D. For those builders whose work burns: (1 Cor. 3:15-16)

· He will not be rewarded, but he will still be saved. (1 Cor. 3:15) 
· Salvation is a gift and is not based on works. (Eph. 2:8-9)
· The Spirit of God dwells in every believer. (1 Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2:21-22)
