 THE HOLY SPIRIT – WHO IS HE?
I.      THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON
The personality of the Holy Spirit is of fundamental importance.  He is not a mystical force or a metaphysical influence.  He is a divine person – the third Person of the Trinity. (1 John 5:7)
A. He has the attributes of personality.
· He has intellect; He knows and understands. (Isa. 11:2; Rom. 8:27; 1 Cor. 2:10-11)

· He has emotions; He has feelings. (Eph. 4:30)

· He has volition; He acts in accordance with His will. (Acts 16:6-10; 1 Cor. 12:11) 

B. He performs the actions of personality.
· He teaches. (John 14:26; 16:14)

· He testifies. (John 15:26; Rom. 8:16)
· He guides. (John 16:13; Rom. 8:14)

· He restrains. (Gen. 6:3; 2 Thes. 2:6-8)

· He commands. (Acts 8:29; 10:19-20; 13:2; 13:4)

· He performs miracles. (Acts 8:39)

· He intercedes. (Rom. 8:26)

· He convicts. (John 16:7-8)
C. He is the recipient of actions and attitudes that demonstrate personality.
· He can be lied to. (Acts 5:3)
· He can be resisted. (Acts 7:51) 

· He can be blasphemed. (Matt. 12:31)

· He can be grieved. (Eph. 4:30)

D. He is referred to by the masculine personal pronoun “He” instead of the neuter pronoun “It”. (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:7-8; 16:13-14)
 II.     THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD 
The deity of the Holy Spirit is of fundamental importance.  He is equal in power, performance and identification with the Father and with the Son, which is only possible if He too is divine.

A. He has the attributes of deity. 
· He is omniscient. (Isa. 40:13-14; 1 Cor. 2:11)
· He is omnipresent. (Psa. 139:7-8)
· He is omnipotent. (Job 33:4)

· He is eternal. (Heb. 9:14)

· He is truth. (1 John 5:6b)
B. He performs the actions of deity.
· He creates. (Gen. 1:2; Psa. 104:30)
· He inspires. (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21)
· He regenerates. (John 3:5-8; Tit. 3:5-6) 

· He sanctifies. (2 Thes. 2:13)

· He intercedes. (Rom. 8:26)

· He is ever present. (John 14:16)
C. He is identified as deity in Scripture. 
· There is no distinction between “God” and the “Spirit of God” during creation. Compare             Gen. 1:1 with Gen. 1:2.
· There is no distinction between “the Lord” and the “Holy Spirit” when Isaiah saw his vision of the Lord sitting on a throne.  Compare Isa. 6:8-10 with Acts 28:25-27.

· There is no distinction between “the Lord” and the “Holy Spirit” when Jeremiah received the promise of the New Covenant.  Compare Jere. 31:33 with Heb. 10:15-16.  

· There is no distinction between “God” and the “Holy Spirit” according to Peter. Compare Acts 5:3 with Acts 5:4.
· There is no distinction between “the Lord” and “the Spirit” according to Paul.  See 2 Cor. 3:17. 
