 THE HOLY SPIRIT IN OLD TESTAMENT TIMES
0.      INTRODUCTION
We know that the role of the Holy Spirit was somewhat different in Old Testament times than it is now because of several statements made by Jesus during His earthy ministry, when He indicated a number of activities and ministries that would begin after His ascension: 
· Filling of the Holy Spirit. (John 7:37-39)

· Indwelling of the Holy Spirit. (John 14:16-17)

· Teaching of the Holy Spirit. (John 14:26)

· Testifiying of the Holy Spirit. (John 15:26)
· Convicting of the Holy Spirit.  (John 16:7-8)
· Guiding of the Holy Spirit.  (John 16:13)

· Powering of the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 1:5-8)

Although the role of the Holy Spirit increased significantly at Pentecost, He had distinct ministries in Old Testament times.

I.     THE HOLY SPIRIT PROVIDED ENABLEMENT FOR SERVICE 
A. He came upon people and enabled them to accomplish some special divinely designed task:
· Joseph. (Gen. 41:38-39)



Saul (1 Sam. 10:6-10)
· Moses. (Ex. 3:11-12a; Num. 11:16-17, 25)

David (1 Sam. 16:13)
· Joshua. (Num. 27:15-18)



Jeremiah (Jere. 1:17-19)
· Gideon. (Jud. 6:34)




Ezekiel (Ezek. 11:5)
· Samson. (Jud. 13:25; 14:6, 19; 15:14)

Daniel (Dan. 4:8-9; 5:11-14)

B. Note the differences between Old Testament and New Testament empowerments:
· They were selective, not universal.

· They were limited in duration, not permanent. (Jud. 16:20; 1 Sam. 16:14; Psa. 51:11)

 II.     THE HOLY SPIRIT PROVIDED REVELATION FOR DIVINE TRUTH 
A. The Old Testament writers claimed that they were inspired by the Holy Spirit:
· David, author of many Psalms, claimed the Holy Spirit spoke to him. (2 Sam. 23:1-2)
· Nehemiah claimed the Holy Spirit spoke through the prophets. (Neh. 9:30)
· Ezekiel claimed the Holy Spirit entered him and spoke to him. (Ezek. 2:1-2) 

· Micah claimed he was full of power by the Holy Spirit to declare God’s word. (Mic. 3:8)

· Zechariah claimed the Holy Spirit sent the words of the Lord through the prophets. (Zech. 7:12)

B. The New Testament writers claimed that the Old Testament writers were inspired by the Holy Spirit. (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21) 
· Jesus claimed David was in the Spirit when he wrote Psa. 110:1. (Matt. 22:43-44)
· Peter claimed the Holy Spirit spoke through David when he wrote Psa. 41:9. (Acts 1:16)
· Paul claimed Isa. 6:9-10 were the words of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 28:25-27)

· Hebrews claimed Psa. 95:7-11 were the words of the Holy Spirit. (Heb. 3:7-11)

· Hebrews claimed Jere. 31:33-34 were the words of the Holy Spirit. (Heb. 10:15-17)  
III.     THE HOLY SPIRIT PROVIDED REGENERATION OF SINNERS

A. The Spirit of God was involved in the regeneration of Jewish believers. (Deut. 30:6; Ezek. 36:25-27)

B. Jesus made it clear to Nicodemus that he as a teacher of Israel should not have been baffled by Jesus’ explanation of the new birth and the Holy Spirit’s role in it. (John 3:5-10)

IV.     THE HOLY SPIRIT PROVIDED GUIDANCE FOR BELIEVERS (Psa. 143:10; Isa. 30:1; 63:10-14)

V.      THE HOLY SPIRIT PROVIDED COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS (Hag. 2:4-5)

