TRANSFORMING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – OUR PART
0.     
INTRODUCTION
A.  Summary of last week’s lesson: transformation is the main agenda of the Holy Spirit.
· The Holy Spirit has the power to transform us. (Acts 1:8)
· The Holy Spirit has the goal to conform us to be like Christ. (Rom. 8:29) 
· The Holy Spirit is the primary Person behind sanctification. (2 Cor. 3:18)
B.
However, spiritual transformation for the believer is not automatic.

· Some believers never grow beyond infancy. (1 Cor. 3:1-3; Heb. 5:12-13)
· Other believers attempt to live by rules and regulations thereby stifling the work of the Holy Spirit. (Gal. 3:3)

C.
We have to do our part in order for transformation to take place.
· We have to live a life of faith. (Gal. 2:20; Heb. 11:6a)
· We have to live a life of obedience. (1 John 3:4-6)
· We have to live a life of total dependence. (John 15:4-5)
· We have to live a life of total surrender. (Luke 22:42; John 5:30) 

I.     TRANSFORMATION COMES BY WALKING IN THE SPIRIT (Gal. 5:16-18)
A. We are commanded to walk in the Spirit. (Gal. 5:16a, 25)
· It is in the imperative mood indicating it is a command, not an option or a suggestion.

· It is in the present tense indicating it should be a continuous, habitual way of life.
· It is a progressive action, since walking implies progress from one point to another. 
B. We walk in the Spirit when we are being led by the Spirit. (Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:18a)
· It involves pleasing God in all respects, doing good works, and increasing in the knowledge of God. (Col. 1:10)  
· It involves becoming established in the faith. (Col. 2:6-7)
· It involves walking worthy of our calling. (Eph. 4:1; 1 Thes. 2:12)
C. We walk in the Spirit when we do not fulfill the desires of the flesh. (Gal. 5:16)
· We will not be led by the Spirit if we are walking improperly. (Rom. 13:13-14) 
D. We walk in the Spirit when we do not live like the world. (Eph. 4:17-19)

· We will not be led by the Spirit if we are focused on the things of the world. (Matt. 6:24; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15)
E. We walk in the Spirit when we do not live under the Law. (Rom. 8:3-4; Gal. 5:18)
· We will not be led by the Spirit if we are trying to please God by obeying legalistic rules and regulations by our own efforts. (Rom. 7:6; 2 Cor. 3:5-6, 17)
II.    TRANSFORMATION COMES BY RENEWING OF THE MIND (Rom. 12:2)
A. There is an important relationship between our thinking and our ability to follow the Spirit.

· Where we set our minds determines who we follow and what we do. (Rom. 8:5-6)

· Walking by the Spirit requires a mind-set. (Col. 3:2; 1 Pet. 1:13)
· We are to have the mind of Christ. (1 Cor. 2:16) 

· Our every thought must be obedient to Christ. (2 Cor. 10:5)

B.
We must not be conformed to the world. (Rom. 12:2a)
· Satan is the ruler of this world. (John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2) 

· The world draws us away from God. (Jam. 1:27; Jam. 4:4; 1 John 2:16)

· The world exerts pressure from without.  If the world controls our thinking, we are a conformer.
C.
We must be transformed by the renewing of our mind. (Rom. 12:2b)
· The objective is to change how we think. (Prov. 23:7a)
· We have to focus our thoughts on things that are true, noble, just and pure. (Phil. 4:8)
· We have to consider ourselves to be dead to sin. (Rom. 6:11-14)
· We have to know and apply the Word of God. (Psa. 119:11; Col. 1:28; Col. 3:10)
· The Holy Spirit exerts power from within.  If the Holy Spirit controls our thinking, we have been transformed. 
