 THE SEALING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
0.     
INTRODUCTION
A.
Mankind has always wanted assurances.  Because people are so often unreliable, we demand oaths, sworn affidavits, guarantees and warrantees.
B.
God’s word should be sufficient for us, but in His graciousness, He makes His promises even more certain by giving us His Holy Spirit as a guarantee that His promises are true.
I.     THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SEALING
A. The Holy Spirit is the seal. (Eph. 1:13-14)
B. The believer is sealed with the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 4:30)
II.    THE AGENT OF THE SEALING
God the Father is the agent who seals the believer. (2 Cor. 1:21-22)
III.    THE TIMING OF THE SEALING
A. The believer is sealed the very moment he receives Christ as his Savior. (Eph. 1:13)
B. At the moment we trust in Christ, the Holy Spirit takes up residence in our lives to empower, equip for ministry, encourage, and guarantee our inheritance. (Rom. 8:9, 11; 1 Cor. 3:16) 
IV.    THE PURPOSE OF THE SEALING
A. The seal in Biblical times was an official mark of identification that was placed on a letter, contract, or other important document.
· It was usually made from hot wax placed on the document and then impressed with a signet ring.
· The document was then officially identified with the person to whom the signet ring belonged.
B. The seal in Biblical times would signify one of four purposes:
1. Authority – the seal of a king or governor represented security and inviolability.  Any person who broke the seal of a ruler could end up forfeiting his life.

·    King Darius sealed the lion’s den after Daniel had been placed in it. (Dan. 6:17)

·    Pilate sealed the tomb after Jesus’ body had been placed in it. (Matt. 27:62-66)

2. Authenticity – the seal confirmed who the sender of a letter was; it was the sender’s signature.

·    Jezebel sealed letters with Ahab’s ring thereby giving people the impression Ahab had sent the letters. (1 Kings 21:7-11)

3. Ownership – the seal on a deed confirmed that a person was the legal owner of property.

·    Jeremiah signed and sealed a deed for some property he bought. (Jere. 32:6-11)

4. Irrevocability – the seal indicated that the document could not be revoked or reversed.

·    King Xerxes could not revoke his decree regarding the destruction of the Jews once he    had sealed it. (Esth. 8:4-11)

C. The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit signifies these same four purposes:
1.  Authority – The Holy Spirit provides absolute security. (Rom. 8:38-39)

2. Authenticity – The Holy Spirit confirms we are authentic children of God. (Rom. 8:16)

3. Ownership – The Holy Spirit confirms we are God’s prized possession. (2 Tim. 2:19a)

4. Irrevocability – The Holy Spirit confirms we cannot lose our salvation. (Eph. 1:13-14)
·    Once God adopts a child into His family, he/she is there to stay.  God is a faithful Parent and will never disown or disinherit a child of His. (Matt. 28:20; Phil. 1:6)

·    The doctrine of eternal security verifies that just as it was up to God to save us; it is up to God to keep us. (Rom. 5:10)
·    If it were possible for us to lose our salvation, then God would not be Almighty because He would not have been able to prevent us from becoming lost. (2 Tim. 4:18; Jude 24)

·    The Scriptures make it abundantly clear that our salvation is secure and non-revocable. 

· The words of Jesus Christ. (John 3:16; 5:24; 6:37-40; 10:27-29; 17:11, 15)

· The writings of Peter. (1 Pet. 1:3-5)

· The writings of Paul. (Phil. 1:6; 1 Thes. 5:23-24)

