THE GIFTING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
I.
THE DEFINITION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS
A. What they are not – 

· Spiritual gifts are not talents, skills or abilities granted at birth; i.e. natural endowments.

· Spiritual gifts are not offices, such as pastor-teacher, elder, deacon, etc. (1 Tim. 3:1-2)
· Spiritual gifts are not ministries or areas of service. (Rom. 12:7)
· Spiritual gifts are not the fruit of the Spirit. (Gal. 5:22-23)
B. What they are – Spiritual gifts are special super-natural capacities received at the time of salvation that equip believers to minister to other believers with ease and effectiveness.

II. THE IMPORTANCE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS  (1 Cor. 12:1)

A. Paul thought it was crucial for believers to know about spiritual gifts.

B. “I do not want you to be ignorant” is a phrase Paul used to introduce an exceptionally important subject, when he wanted his readers to pay close attention to a critical truth.
· Subject of spiritual gifts. (1 Cor. 12:1)
· Subject of death and the afterlife. (1 Thes. 4:13)
III. THE TEST OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS  (1 Cor. 12:2-3)

A. Spiritual gifts can be counterfeited by Satan, but those who manifest true spiritual gifts will never curse Christ, as Paul did prior to becoming a Christian convert. (Acts 26:11)
B. Enthusiasm, ecstasy, and zeal are not the proof of spiritual giftedness; an individual’s teaching and behavior according to the word of God is the primary test. (2 Cor. 11:3-4) 

IV. THE SOURCE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS  (1 Cor. 12:4-6)

A.
The Holy Spirit gives the “gifts” (Gr. “charisma”), usually an overlapping combination of speaking and serving gifts. (1 Pet 4:11)

B.   Jesus Christ assigns the “ministries” (Gr. “diakonia”) to be performed.

C. God the Father energizes the “activities” (Gr. “energema”) to make them effective.
V. THE PURPOSE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS  (1 Cor. 12:7)

A. Spiritual gifts have been given for the common good, not for individual glory. (1 Pet 4:10)
B. Spiritual gifts have been given for the glory of God. (1 Pet. 4:11)

C. Spiritual gifts have been given for the edification of the church. (1 Cor. 14:12)
VI. THE DISTRIBUTION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS  (1 Cor. 12:11)

A. The Holy Spirit distributes spiritual gifts to every believer. (1 Cor. 12:7; Eph. 4:7)
B. The Holy Spirit distributes spiritual gifts as it pleases Him. (1 Cor. 12:18)
· Discontent with your spiritual gift is really criticism of how the Spirit leads the church.

· Pride with your spiritual gift will eventually destroy its effectiveness. (Rom. 12:3-5)

VII. OUR RESPONSIBILITY REGARDING SPIRITUAL GIFTS (1 Cor. 12:14-27)
A. We are responsible to assemble together as no one believer has all the gifts. (Heb. 10:24-25)

B. We are responsible to discover and develop our own spiritual gifts. (Luke 12:48)
C. We are responsible to utilize our spiritual gifts. (Rom. 12:6a; 1 Tim. 4:14a; 1 Pet. 4:10)
· Failure to use our spiritual gifts cripples the church.

· Failure to use our spiritual gifts dishonors the Giver. 

D. We are responsible to encourage others when we observe their gifts in use. (1 Thes. 5:11)

VIII. HOW TO DISCOVER YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS
A. Do it – Expose yourself to various kinds of Christian service.  Willingness to try something new may uncover a gift you never knew you possessed.

B. Desire it – Desire for a gift may point to the existence of that gift.  (1 Cor. 12:31; 14:1)

C. Develop it – Faithful utilization of a gift brings increased effectiveness in its ministry.                 (1 Tim. 4:14-15; 2 Tim. 1:6)

D.
Delight in it – Joy comes through employing our gifts.  Conversely, endurance instead of enjoyment and frustration instead of fulfillment may suggest that your service is not aligned with your spiritual gifts.  God gives us gifts that bring us joy, not misery.  

E. Discernment by others – Confirmation that we possess a gift is recognition of gift by others. 

