BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
I.
THE BASIS OF THE CHARISMATIC POSITION
A. The situation of the Disciples prior to Pentecost.
· They were already saved. (Luke 10:20; John 15:3)
· They were already recipients of the Holy Spirit. (John 20:21-22)
· If both of the above statements are true, then according to the Charismatics, a Pentecost-type experience should be the next step in the Christian life.
· Charismatics believe that new Christians receive the Holy Spirit only in a limited sense at conversion and that they must seek spirit baptism (or the second blessing) which is usually accompanied by speaking in tongues in order to move to a higher level of spiritual life.
B. The coming of the Holy Spirit is not a one-time event in the Book of Acts.

· Pentecost. (Acts 2:1-4)
· Revival in Samaria. (Acts 8:14-17)

· Conversion of Cornelius. (Acts 10:44-47)

· Conversion of Disciples of John the Baptist at Ephesus. (Acts 19:1-6)
II. THE REBUTTAL OF THE CHARISMATIC POSITION
A. The Disciples did not receive the Holy Spirit prior to Pentecost.
· The promise of the Holy Spirit was still unfulfilled after Jesus spoke to His Disciples in John 20. (Acts 1:4-5; John 7:39; 16:7)
· John 20 never states that the Disciples received the Holy Spirit at that time. (John 20:21-22)
B. The Book of Acts was never intended to be a primary source for church doctrine.
· Should church leadership be chosen by lot today? (Acts 1:23-26)
· Should all members of the church sell all their possessions and distribute the money to the other members according to need today? (Acts 4:32-35)
· Unless explicitly confirmed elsewhere in the New Teatament, doctrine should never be developed from passages in Acts.
C. Although the coming of the Holy Spirit is not a one-time event, it is only a four-time event. 
· Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4) – some observations:

1.   Holy Spirit came after conversion accompanied by speaking in tongues for 120 disciples.

2.   Holy Spirit came upon conversion with no accompaniment of speaking in tongues for 3000 converts later on that same day. (Acts 2:37-41) 

3.
Pentecost was a sign that the church age had begun; it would never again be repeated.

· Revival in Samaria (Acts 8:14-17) – some observations:

1.   Holy Spirit came after conversion with no mention of speaking in tongues.

2.   The coming of the Holy Spirit was a sign that Jews and Samaritans were one in the eyes of God and that Samaritan believers were to worship Christ under the authority of the apostles in Jerusalem, not on their mountain in Samaria.

· Conversion of Cornelius (Acts 10:44-47) – some observations:

1.   Holy Spirit came upon conversion accompanied by speaking in tongues.

2.   The coming of the Holy Spirit was a sign that Gentiles were believers and part of church.

· Conversion of Disciples of John the Baptist at Ephesus (Acts 19:1-6) – some observations:

1.  Holy Spirit came upon conversion accompanied by speaking in tongues.

2.  The coming of the Holy Spirit was a sign that Old Testament God-fearers were true believers and now part of the church.
III. THE TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE
A. Spirit baptism is an integral part of every Christian’s salvation experience. (1 Cor. 12:13; Eph. 4:4-5)
B. Spirit baptism brings the believer into the body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:13; Rom. 8:9; Gal. 3:26-27)
C. Spirit baptism is done by Jesus Christ, not by the Holy Spirit. (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:32-33; Acts 2:32-33)

D. Spirit baptism joins the believer to Jesus Christ, separating him from his old life and making him a new creation; it cannot be a post-salvation experience. (Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12-13)

E. Spirit baptism does not mean spiritual maturity. (Corinthians: carnal; Galatians: bewitched)

F. Spirit baptism and being filled with the Holy Spirit are not the same. 

· Spirit baptism places the believer into the body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:13)
· Fullness of the Spirit produces effective and obedient Christian living. (Eph. 5:18-21)
