BLASPHEMY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – Matt. 12:22-32
0. INTRODUCTION

· By nature God is forgiving.  In Scripture we find many passages regarding the forgiving nature of God:(Psa. 86:5; Dan. 9:9; Ex. 34:6-7a; Eph. 1:7; 1 John 1:9; 2:12)
· The worst conceivable sin would be to kill God’s only begotten Son, yet as Jesus was dying on the cross, He prayed for the forgiveness of His executioners. (Luke 23:34)
· No matter how severe the sin, God can forgive it.  However, the Bible makes it very clear that there is one sin that is unforgivable; and that is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.
I.
THE ACCOMPLISHMENT (vs. 22)
· Jesus healed a man that was demon-possessed, blind and dumb.
· The healing demonstrated Jesus’ control over both demons and disease.

II.
THE AMAZEMENT (vs. 23)
· The many people present were totally astounded and overwhelmed with awe.
· They recognized that Jesus could be the Messiah, based on Isaiah 35:4-6. 
III.  THE ACCUSATION (vs. 24)
· The fact that the multitudes were seriously wondering if Jesus might be the Messiah drove the Pharisees to poison the minds of the people against Jesus.
· They could not tolerate this Man who renounced their religious traditions.
· By this time, they had already made the decision to destroy Him. (Matt. 12:14)
· Because Jesus power was indisputably supernatural, and since they refused to recognize Jesus as being from God; they were forced to conclude that He was from Satan. 
IV.
THE ANSWER (vs. 25-29)
· Jesus responded to the Pharisee’s accusation with three arguments:

1.  The Accusation Was Absurd. (vs. 25-26)
· Jesus shows that their charge was logically ridiculous.  To be divided against oneself leads to self-destruction.
· Outside of the Trinity, Satan is the most intelligent being in existence and he would not assign his forces to fight each other and internally destroy his own program.
2.  The Accusation Was Biased. (vs. 27)
· Apparently there were other Jews who went around casting out demons.  (Acts 19:13-14)

· The Pharisees never accused these men of being Satanic.  
· Instead, they approved of their work.  (Jesus called them “sons” of the Pharisees.)
3.
The Accusation Was Condemning (vs. 28-29) 
· If Jesus cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then He had to be the Messiah.
· Jesus had demonstrated His power over Satan; He had tied up the strong man.  Who but God could enter the very house of Satan, bind him and carry off his possessions?

V.
THE ANOUNCEMENT (vs. 30)
· Jesus states that there is no neutral ground as far as a relationship with him as concerned.
· It is not necessary to oppose Christ in order to be against Him.  It is only necessary not to be with Him.
· The person who does not belong to God is the enemy of God. (Rom. 5:10)
VI.
THE ANATHEMA (vs. 31-32)
· Any sin including blasphemy (intentional and open speaking evil against God or defaming or mocking Him) can be and will be forgiven upon confession and repentance. (1 Tim. 1:13-14)
· Blasphemy against Jesus Christ (the Son of Man) is forgivable.  When a person rejects or discredits Jesus Christ from the vantage point of incomplete revelation to the evidence of His deity, he can be forgiven of that sin if, after further revelation, he then believes.
· However, when a person rejects Jesus Christ after having seen all the evidence necessary to complete understanding, then there will never be any forgiveness.
· Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is rejection of Jesus as Lord and Savior after the Holy Spirit has given full revelation.  It is impossible for one who rejects full light to receive more light.
· The Pharisees saw full evidence of His deity, yet rejected Him.  There was nothing more God could do.  Look at Heb. 6:4-6 in light of what we have just learned.
