  THE LEADERS’ COMMITMENTS TO GOD’S FLOCK
Titus 1:1-4
I.      THEY ARE COMMITTED TO GOD’S SERVICE (vs. 1a) – “a bondservant of God”
A. The word “bondservant” is actually an incorrect translation of the Greek word “doulos”; it should actually be translated “slave”.  The translators used “bondservant” because “slave” had such a bad stigma. [“Doulos” appears 124 times, but KJV uses “slave” only once.] 
· A bondservant was hired; a slave was owned. (1 Cor. 6:20; 1 Cor. 7:23)

· A bondservant had freedom of choice (they could choose who they worked for and what they did); a slave had no freedom and no rights, and must have absolute submission and unconditional obedience to his owner. (John 14:15; 1 John 2:3-4; 1 John 5:3)

B. The primary concern of a slave of God is to please God, to do what is right in His eyes.    (Eph. 6:6b-7; 1 Thes. 2:4)

· A slave of God is not intent on pleasing men. (Gal. 1:10)
· A slave of God is not intent on pleasing himself. (2 Cor. 4:5)
 II.     THEY ARE COMMITTED TO GOD’S MISSION (vs. 1b) – “an apostle of Jesus Christ”  
A. An apostle was a special messenger who was sent by God with a specific message and spoke with the authority of the One who sent him.
· Paul was an apostle of Jesus Christ, as were the twelve, including Matthias (Acts 1:26).
· There were no other true apostles, since no one else could meet the qualifications.

·   A true apostle of Jesus Christ had to be chosen directly by Christ. (Mark 3:13-14)

·   A true apostle of Jesus Christ had to have seen the resurrected Christ. (Acts 1:22)  
B. There were other men in the early church who were called apostles or messengers.

· They included Paul’s associates: Barnabas (Acts 14:4); Silas & Timothy (1 Thes. 2:6).

· They also included some others. (Rom. 16:7; 2 Cor. 8:23; Phil. 2:25)
C. In a sense, Christ still sends out messengers to churches today, but they do not have the gifts or the authority of the true apostles. 
· Christ still chooses messengers to deliver His message. (Acts 20:28) 
· Christ still chooses ambassadors to represent Him. (2 Cor. 5:20; Eph. 6:19-20)
III.    THEY ARE COMMITTED TO GOD’S MESSAGE (vs. 2) – “in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began”
A. The gospel message is that God has given us eternal life in His Son. (1 John 5:11)
· The Bible defines eternal life as knowing God and knowing Jesus Christ. (John 17:3;         1 John 5:20)
· Eternal life only comes through God’s son Jesus Christ. (John 3:15; 10:28; Rom. 6:23)      
B. The gospel message is true because God cannot lie. (Num. 23:19; 1 Sam. 15:29; John 17:17; Heb. 6:18)
C. The gospel message was promised before time began. (1 John 2:25; Eph. 1:4; 2 Thes. 2:13)
IV.
THEY ARE COMMITTED TO GOD’S METHOD (vs. 3) – “God … has in due time manifested His word through preaching, which was committed to me according to the commandment of God.”
A. God has commanded that His Word be preached. 
· Jesus began His public ministry by preaching. (Matt. 4:17, 23; 11:5; Mark 1:38; 2:2)
· Jesus commanded His disciples to preach. (Matt. 10:27; Mark 3:14; Luke 9:60; Acts 10:42)

· Jesus gave instructions to preach the gospel to all the world. (Mark 13:10; 16:15)

· The Apostles preached Jesus as the Christ. (Acts 5:42; Col. 1:28)

· Paul instructed Timothy to preach the word. (2 Tim. 4:2)

· It is through preaching of the Word that people come to believe in Christ. (Rom. 10:14-15; 1 Cor. 1:21; 15:11)
B. God has commanded that this preaching be done a specific way. 
· The preacher is to interpret and explain God’s Word as clearly as possible. (Neh. 8:8) 

· The preacher is to preach God’s Word as completely as possible. (Acts 20:27; Rom. 15:19)
· The preacher is to depend on the power of the Holy Spirit rather than the persuasive words of human wisdom. (1 Cor. 2:4)

· The preacher is to glorify Christ, not himself, as he preaches. (2 Cor. 4:5) 
