  PROTECTING GOD’S FLOCK
Titus 1:9-16
I.      THE EXHORTATION OF SOUND DOCTRINE – “holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, …” (vs. 9a)
A. Sound doctrine was revealed by God; it is God-given, not man-made. (Gal. 1:11-12) 
B. Sound doctrine was relayed by those to whom it is revealed. (1 Cor. 15:3)
C. Sound doctrine is received by those who hear what is relayed. (1 Cor. 15:1) 
D. Sound doctrine is recalled resulting in spiritual growth and vitality. (1 Pet. 2:2)
 II.     THE SILENCING OF UNSOUND DOCTRINE – “… that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.” (vs. 9b) 
A. The proliferation of false teachers in the church: – “For there are many…” (vs. 10a)
· There will be many false teachers in the church. (2 Pet. 2:1-3)
· They will rise up not sparing the flock. (Acts 20:29-30)

· They will creep in unnoticed. (Jude 4).
·    Greek word used to refer to someone slipping poison into someone else’s drink.

· Satan is always sowing his tares among the wheat. (Matt. 13:24-30)
B. The behavior of false teachers in the church: (vs. 10)
· They are insubordinate since they do not recognize the authority of God’s Word. (vs. 10a)
· They are idle talkers since their teaching is based on their own imagination and wild speculation. (vs. 10b; Rom. 1:21-22; 2 Tim. 3:7)
· They are deceivers since they disguise their false teaching in Biblical terminology.         (vs. 10c; Matt. 7:15; 24:11; Rom. 16:17-18; 2 Cor. 11:3-4, 13-15)     
C. The effect of false teachers in the church: (vs. 11)
· They subvert whole households. (vs. 11b)
·    They stray concerning the truth overthrowing the faith of some. (2 Tim. 2:18)
·    They cause many to go astray. (Acts 20:29-30; 2 Pet. 2:2)
·    They do not provide any benefit whatsoever to the believer. (Jere. 23:32)
· They teach things they ought not to teach. (vs. 11c)
·    They distort the Scriptures to their own destruction. (2 Pet. 3:16)

·    They secretly bring in destructive heresies. (2 Pet. 2:1)

·    They do not consent to the words of Jesus Christ. (1 Tim. 6:3-4)
D. The evaluation of false teachers in the church: (vs. 14-16)
· They turn from or suppress the truth. (vs. 14; Rom. 1:18; 2 Tim. 3:7-8a)

· They are defiled and impure unbelievers. (vs. 15a; Matt. 15: 18)
· Even their mind and conscience are defiled. (vs. 15b) 
· They profess to know God, but they deny Him by their deeds. (vs. 16a; 2 Tim. 3:5)
· They are abominable and will have no place in heaven. (vs. 16b; Rev. 21:27) 
· They are disobedient and walk according to the course of this world. (vs. 16c; Eph. 2:2) 
· They are disqualified for every good work, disapproved concerning the faith. (vs. 16d;       2 Tim. 3:8) 
E. The opposition to false teachers in the church:

· Their mouths must be stopped. (vs. 11a)
·    False teaching will spread like cancer in the church. (2 Tim. 2:17)
·    False teaching will increase ungodliness in the church. (2 Tim. 2:16)  
·    False teaching will cause divisions in the church. (Rom. 16:17; Jude 18-19) 
· They must be rebuked sharply. (vs. 13b)
·    False teachers must be rebuked with great patience and instruction. (2 Tim. 4:2c)
·    So that they might become sound in the faith. (vs. 13c; 2 Tim. 2:24-26)
· Church leadership is responsible to guard the flock against false teaching. (1 Tim. 6:20)
·    Guarding the flock involves proclaiming the Word of God. (2 Tim. 1:13-14; 4:2-4)
·    Guarding the flock involves protecting the church from harm. (Acts 20:28-29) 
·    Guarding the flock involves encouraging the church to grow. (2 Thes. 1:3; 4:1)
·    Guarding the flock involves helping the church to develop discernment. (Rom. 16:19) 
